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IMPORT AND REASONABLENESS OF BEING ON THE 
LORD’S SIDE. 


By Abel G. Duncan, Hanover, Mass. 


‘** Wuo is on the Lord’s side?” This question of Moses to the 
Israelites, when there was a general departure from the service of 
God, is an importantone. While Moses was in the mount, receiving 
the law, which God wrote upon tables of stone, the Israelites revolted 
frem the worship of Jehovah, and bowed down to a golden calf 
which Aaron had made. He quickly descended to the rebellious 
and reveling multitude, and having given a striking evidence of the 
absurdity and folly of idolatry, and beholding their shameful conduct, 
he stood in the gate of the camp, and said, ‘‘ Who is on the Lord’s 
side? let him come unto me.” ‘This he did for the purpose of 
inflicting a just punishment upon the stiff-necked and wicked people. 

It is the duty of the ministers of Christ to propose the same 
question to sinners at the present day, and to beseech them to be 
reconciled to God. ‘They have no authority to inflict the tokens of 
divine displeasure upon the rebellious ; for theirs is an embassy of 
peace. But, while they speak of peace to the obedient, they_ are 
required also to persuade men by the terrors of the law. 

** Who is on the Lord’s side?” The question is important, and 
requires solemn consideration and an impartial answer. 

_. To aid my readers in deciding the question, I shall consider its 
import. 
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To induce them to decide for God, I shall show the reasonable- 
ness of being on the Lord’s side. 

What, then, is the import of the question, ‘‘ Who is on the Lord’s 
side t’” Something more must be intended by the question than 
merely being in a Christian land, where the inhabitants are known 
in the earth asa Christian people. The people of Israel were known 
among the nations, at the time the question was proposed to them, 
as the people of the Most High God. But they had revolted from 
his service. Something more is intended by the question, than an 
apparently devout and religious course of action. The Israelites had 
manifested, previously, great zea! in praising God, and at the time 
when Moses appeared among them from the mount, they were 
engaged in acts of worship. It may be said they were worshipping 
the golder calf. But, they could have answered, doubtless, that 
they did not worship the image merely, but God, who they supposed 
inhabited it. Sinners may live in a Christian land, and yet not be 
on the Lord's side. They may not set up a visible idol for their 
religious adoration; but they may be as guilty of gross idolatry, as 
any who bow down to a stock or a stone. They have idols in their 
hearts. ‘They may b2 lovers of themselves, more than lovers of God. 
Sinners, from various motives, may engage in a course of zealous 
relig ous action, an excite the observation and praise of all around 
them; yet the god they so devoutly worship, may be as false as the 
golden calf of the idolatrous Israelites. ‘There are lords many and 
gods many in the world ; and every one walks in the sight of his 
god. But there is one only living and true God, the Lord of lords, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. And they who are on the Lord’s 
side, know vho he is, and walk before him. 

Those who ere on the Lord’s side, cordially approve of his char- 
acter. ‘I'o be really on the side of any being, we must cordially 
approve of l:is character. Circumstances may render it necessary 
or expedieat, for persons to side with others, whose characters are 
not such as they cordially approve. The purposes of a party may 
bring many together, whose characters, in many respects, may be 
odious, The desire of gain or pleasure, may induce many persons 
to be on the side of those, who are able and disposed to favor their 
designs. But let the circumstances chauge, sothat no selfish object 
is to be gained by the alliance, and it falls speedily to nothing. 
Many sinners, for similar reasons, have been apparently on 
the Lord’s side. They have been very religious, and have 
tithed of their mint, and annise, and cummin, and their zeal has 
gained them a reputation among men. But, when they have been 
placed in different circumstances, when they have viewed the char- 
acter of God in its scriptural exhibitions, they have gone over to the 
world and the devil. ‘They sided with God, because they imagined 
that he was engaged in favoring and accomplishing their designs. 
They loved him, because they thought he delighted in them and was 
determined to save them. But, when they obtain a correct and 
scriptural view of God’s character in connection, with their own 
sinful and hell-deserving character, they see such an immense differ- 
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ence between them, that they know that God cannot approve of them. 
They realize, that, with their present character, God must be 
against them. They, therefore, take the side of opposition. Sin- 
ners, it is said, love those who love them. And if they imagine that 
God loves them, as he loves the righteous, they exercise a selfish 
love towards him. But, when they find that he hates, as well as 
exercises good will towards them, they have different feelings 
towards him. It must appear evident, therefore, that, in order to be 
really on the Lord’s side, we must cordially approve of his character. 
If we do this, circumstances may alter, providence may frown, 
bitter things may be written against us, the future world appear dark 
before us, and Ged against us. But, we shall be on his side. We 
shall rejoice aud trust in him, though he slay us. The character of 
God is such as to demand the cordial approbation of every rational 
creature. It combines every moral excellence, which can infinitely 
exalt God above all comprehension. The scriptures clearly reveal 
the character of God, as consisting in love. ‘God is love.” This 
is the sum and essence of his moral character. Love, being the 
sum of God’s moral character, inclines him to manifest himself to 
the rational and moral creatures whom he has made, in all its full- 
ness, and in every possible mode in which it can be displayed.— 
The love which constitutes the moral character of God, is not a 
partial or capricious affection. It is universal and embraces the 
highest possible amount of good within the scope of infinite wisdom 
and power. The love which God exercises includes himself and all 
other beings whatever, and goes forth in a kind of strength propor- 
tioned to their capacities, worth and moral excellence. In its 
various exhibitions, it resolves itself into two grand classes, called 
justice and mercy. Each of these affections are variously modified, 
according to the character of the object toward whom they are 
displayed, and according to the suggestion of infinite wisdom. God 
reveals himself as a God of love ; in other words, as a God of justice 
and merey, in which character he will exhibit himself to moral 
beings in the fullest manner through eternity. To do this, consti- 
tutes his glory and the highest good. In order to do this fully, it is 
certainly necessary, as the occasion, that sin and sinners should 
exist, and exist through eternity, without which God could not fully 
and forever exhibit all his moral character, nor secure the highest 
good. For it is the character of God to hate iniquity and its workers, 
and to love righteousness and its doers. It is the character of the 
Almighty to reward the finally impenitent according to the strict 
principles of justice and their deserts, and to have mercy upon whom 
he will, according to the riches of his grace. It is the character of 
God to act as a Sovereign in forming the characters of moral beings, 
and to dispose of them according to his own pleasure, without 
deigning to render his reasons. For his own glory and blessedness 
and the highest general good, his character disposes him -to make 
use of every creature which he has made, so as to accomplish the 
most good on the whole. His character moves him to make all the 
differences which are and will be made among moral beings, both 
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in time and eternity. It, is in the’ highest degree desirable that 
God should possess such a character, which is perfectly holy, just, 
merciful and true. Tor he is almighty, every where’present, seeing 
the end from the beginning, knowing all things, and able to fix upon 
the precise means in all his operations, to accomplish the’most good. 
Seeing that he will fully display his justice and mercy through 
eternity, in the disposal of all his creatures, for his own glory and 
the greatest good of the universe, his character is infinitely lovely 
and_excellent, and worthy of supreme confidence and adoration. No 
one can be on the Lord’s side, who does not cordially approve of 
God's holy character, fur wiat it is in itself, independent of all 
selfish considerations. Some say, ‘ this is impossible. That it is at 
varience with common sense and reason, for sinners cordially to 
approve of the justice of God.’ But, such assertions are made with- 
out due consideration. For, ‘God is love,’’ and must be just as 
lovely in his justice as in his mercy, whether he bestows or withholds 
his favors; and we have just as much reason to approve of God’s 
character in all respects, as in any respect. And if God’s character 
is lovely in every respect, why should any creature disapprove of it, 
though its exhibition should be at the expense of that creature. No 
reason can be given which would not make it reasonable for the 
creature to be supremely selfish. Knowing the character of the 
Almighty, let me ask my readers, Are you on the Lord’s side?’ Do 
you cordially approve of his character of love, of justice and of mercy, 
exercised, in holy sovereignty, toward whom he pleases? In view 
of your great guilt before him, your just condemnation, and what 
you deserve for your sins, do you approve of the character of a just 
God, who hates the workers of iniquity with a holy hatred, and all 
iniquity with infinite abhorrence? Does your heart thus approve of 
God, as a Being just, and merciful, and sovereign? It must be 
evident, that, before you can be on the Lord’s side, you must 
approve of his ¢haracter; because, unless you do approve of it, not 
in parts, but as a sole, some of its exhibitions will occasion in your 
breasts the most violent opposition. 

To be on the Lord's side, we must also cordially approve of his 
government. The government of God may be considered as of a two- 
fold nature. He exercises the government of providence, which 
extends to whatsoever comes to pass, however extensive or limited 
the object, large or small, important in itself, or insignificant, 
whatever its tendency or character. Accordingly, the Scriptures 
declare, that God “ worketh all things after the counsel of his awn 
will.” That “ of him, and through him, and two him, are all things.” 
That he clothes the lillies, feeds the ravens, orders the fall of the 
sparrow, numbers the hairs of our heads, ard worketh all in all_— 
The Scriptures declare, that he fashioneth al! hearts alike: that. is, 
one as much as another. ‘That the preparations of the heart, and 
the answer of the tongue are from the Lord: that man’s goings are 
of the Lord, that ‘he directs his steps, that in him we live, and move, 
and have our being. Such declarations are atreeable to the demon- 
strations of reason. God thus exercises his directing and controlling 
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providence over whatsoever comes to pass, to make them all produce, 
in the final result the greatest possible amount of good. This 
universal, governing agency of God does not alter the intrinsic 
nature of things, either in the natural or moral world. It makes 
them, however, subserve the purposes of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness. It does not lessen or destroy moral agency. It secures it inits 
greatest perfection, and makes it subordinate to the best ends in the 
final result. God being at the head of affairs, and holding the reins 
of government, and being every where present, and possessing 
boundless knowledge, wisdom and goodness, the earth has reason 
to rejoice. ‘The Lord reigneth: let the earth rejoice.” “ His 
counsel shall stand, and he will do all his pleasure.” However dark, 
afflictive and dreadful the events which take place ; yet God does all 
things well. He is holy in all Ais works, and righteous in all his 
ways. Israel is safe, and Benjamin is safe. All things shall work 
together for good to them who are on the Lord’s side. All things 
take place to prepare the way for the full and eternal display of his 
justice and mercy, his own glory and the highest good. Tobe on the 
Lord’s,side, we must cordially approve of his providential government, 
as that which infinite wisdom and goodness see to be best on the 
whole, in all its operations. ‘This does not imply that we should do 
evil that good may come, or that we should rejoice in iniquity, or take 
pleasure in evil. It implies however, that we ought to be submis- 
sive to the providence of God, without murmuring or repining, and 
that we have reason to rejoice in the Lord always, in respect to every 
thing, as that which he will use in order to accomplish the greatest 
ood. 
God not only exercises a providential government, but he also 
exercises a moral government, over his moral and accountable 
creatures. Mankind have been endued with understanding, will 
and conscience, which render them capable of moral obligation, 
subjects of law, upon pain of its penalties. They are capable of 
loving and serving God, and of loving and aiding each other. What 
they are capable of doing, God has required them to do, and 
expressed the evil of disobedience. He has required them to be 
perfectly holy, without permitting in his law the slightest deviation 
from it, in the smallest iota. The language of law is, “ Be ye holy. 
Thou shalt Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind 
and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself. Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things written in the book of the law to do 
them.” In requiring of every moral being perfect conformity to the 
holy law, he demands only, that he should exhibit a character, which 
is perfectly lovely and just. As every law must have a penalty, so, 
every penalty must come up to the magnitude of the crime. But 
the greatness of the crime is always in proportion to the dignity and 
honor and excellence of the Being against whom it is committed. 
This is agreeable to reason, scripture, and commonsense. Now, as 
all transgression of God’s law, is committed against a Being, infinite 
in glory, dignity, honor and excellence,_it follows, that every trans- 
gression is, in oue respect, at least, an infinite evil, and deserving an 
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infinite punisliment. This evil against sin, God has threatened, 
and may justly inflict it upon every transgressor of his holy law. 
The sinner deserves to be punished as long as he sins, or as long as 
he is guilty of having sinned, which will be to all eternity. ‘ ‘The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die.” This does not mean, that it shall 
sin fora punishment ; for this is what the sinner wishes to do, and his- 
pleasure. But it means, that he shall be punished, and we read 
that some will go away into everlasting punishment, that they shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction, and shall not see life. 

Now, to be on the Lord’s side is to approve of God’s moral govern- 
ment in all its exhibitions. ‘Those who are on the Lord’s side, 
cordially approve of his holy, just and good law. It is what they 
love, and would not have pass away in one jot or tittle, till all be 
fulfilled. Some of its requirements they know can only be fulfilled 
here ; and, consequently, will pass away when they go into a future 
state. Such are the precepts which ought to regulate the affections 
and conduct of mankind, in the different relations which they hold 
in this world. These relations will cease in another world, and the 
law, requiring them to perform the duties of them, will so far pass 
away. But they know that the moral law, in its great principles, 
never can be fulfilled so long as they have existence. For, so long, 
will they be under obligation to love God supremely, and their 
neighbor as themselves. ‘This law, so holy and just, so extensive 
and imperative, is approved cordially by those who are on the Lord’s 
side. They not only approve of the law, but they have equal reason 
to approve of its penalties. Ifthe law is holy and just, so are its 
penalties ; and they approve of them and of the holy character of 
God, which inclines him to inflict those awful penalties upon whom- 
soever of transgressors he sees it best to punish. No one can be 
on the Lord’s side, who does not cordially approve of God’s holy 
law and of its righteous penalties. Until the sinner cordially 
approves of the character of God, as a just and sovereign Lawgiver 
and Govenor, who does perfectly right when he inflicts upon the 
impenitent the penalties of the violated law, it is impossible for him 
to be really on the Lord’s side. For there isa question which gives 
rise to a fearful controversy between God and the sinner. Are you 
willing that I should do right? that I should bea just God? This 
question involves in it considerations, which occasion opposition in 
the heart of every unreconciled sinner, and stirs up the carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God. Whenever the sinner is cordially 
willing, as it were to place a blank in the hands of a holy, just and 
merciful Sovereign, desiring pardon, and yet perfectly willing to leave 
the question with God ; then he cordially approves of the holy law of 
God and its penalties. He is on the Lord’s side, for he has a dispo- 
sition to rejoice in God as a just God, even though he sees no ground 
of hope at present, in hisown case. He has a friendship to God, 
springing from disinterested love, and inclining to do those things, 
which will please God. He will show himself on the Lord’s side, 
exalting God, and sinking the creature to his proper level. 

To be on the Lord’s side, is cordially to approve of his gospel.— 
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The gospel comes to man, and while it holds out joys unspeakable 
and full of glory, redemption from sin and its awful consequences; 
it presents truths for cordial belief, and_ proposes terms to be per- 
formed, and opens a way of salvation t@ibe pursued, which makes 
the whole subject utterly repugnant to the unrenewed heart. The 
gospel described the sinner’s character to be utterly vile and hate- 
ful before God, all his best performances entirely sinful in his 
sight. It represents him as a rebel against a holy sovereign, ruined 
and condemned without a ray of hope from any thing which he can 
do ; a hell-deserving transgressor of God’s holy law, justly liable to 
eternal wrath, without the possibility of doing any thing to atone for 
his past guilt. The gospel offers him pardon, but releases him not. 
from his duty to be perfectly obedient to the law and gospel. It 
offers him pardon, but does it on the condition of faith in the atone- 
ment of another, and strips him of all merit in his best attempts to 
gain the favor of God in forgiveness. The gospel brings the sinner, 
depraved, ruined and condemned, to the feet of sovereign mercy, to 
submit himself without reserve or condition into the hands of God, 
to be saved or destroyed, just as he shall see fit, for his own name’s 
sake, resting his hope of acceptance in the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ, and looking to the gracious aid of the Holy Spirit to help 
him do any thing acceptable to God. The gospel describes the 
saving mercy of God to be sovereign, not bestowed indiscriminately, 
but according to the election of grace, on whom the Lord will have 
mercy and compassion. In view of the holy and righteous sover- 
eignty of God, in the bestowment of mercy, the sinner who cordially 
approves the gospel, throws himself at the foot of God's throne, and 
can, without reservation, say, ‘ Lord here am I, do with meas seemeth 
good in thy sight.’ He desires salvation, and happiness; and this 
is right. But, he would not have God dishonored, and is willing to 
place himself at his holy disposal, for time and eternity. He, who 
cordially approves the gospel, in all its truths and requirements, is 
on the Lords side. He is disposed to exalt Christ, and to abase 
himself. There is no farther controversy with God. 

To be on the Lord’s side, is to take his glory for the chief end of 
action in obedience to the Jaw and gospel. Individual ease, health, 
reputation, life and happiness, will appear to be important. But 
their importance will dwindle into insignificance when brought into 
competition with the honor of Christ.and his cause. These will be 
the chief object, and the others will be subordinate. There will be 
an habitual desire to know more of truth and to love it, to know 
more of duty and to perform it, to know more of God, and to adore 
him, to know more of sin, that it,.may be hated, to know more of 
Christ, that he may be loved, trusted, imitated and glorified. Those 
who are on the Lord’s side, will seek habitually to glorify God in 
their bodies and spirit, which are his. ‘They are careful to maintain 
good works, the work of faith and the labor oflove. They delight in 
prayer, in truth, in the Sabbath and its ordinances, and in all the 
precepts of God. 

I could pursue this important subject to still greater length. But 

2 
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the brief remarks on the import of the question, may am 4. read- 
ers to determine whether they are on the Lord’s side. hat have 
been your feelings while reaging this article hitherto? Ifyou gave 
suitable attention and real the meaning of what you read upon 
the character, government and gospel of God, you could not be 
indifferent, you must have had feelings which will enable you to 
decide the question, Who is on the Lord’s side? Some of my 
readers, I fear, are not on his side. If not, you are haters of God, 
children of disobedience and of wrath. But as though God did 
beseech you by me, I pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. Forsake the ranks of sin, and comeover on the Lord’s side. 
It is reasonable that you should no longer be opposed to God. Let 
me briefly call your attention to its reasonableness. 

I intended to have dwelt some what at length on this part of the 
subject, but my limits will not admit of it. The subject is of no 
ordinary concern. Everlasting consequences are suspended upon it. 
Heaven or hell depends upon being on the Lord’s side or against 
him. Is it not reasonable, therefore, that you should attend to this 
subject? Consider that it is right that you should be on the Lord’s 
side. He made you, endued your souls with capacities for his 
service and everlasting happiness, and claims the homage of your 
hearts, the service of your lips and lives. You are dependent on 
God ; consequen:iy, accountable to him. Is it not right therefore, to 
be on his side? Let holy angels decide. Let your own conscienccs 
decide in view of death, of judgment and of the awful retributions 
of the eternal world. And if it is right, then be on the Lord's side. 

It is reasonable also because it is wise. It is wise to be on the 
side of infinite wisdom, goodness and power. It is wise to approve 
what infinite wisdom and goodness approve. It is wise to be 
on the Lord’s side, for you, in this way would choose the highest 
and best end in all your actions, and would be guided to the adoption 
of the very best means of attaining your grand object. It is wise 
to approve of the character of God and of his governing providence, 
of his holy law and blessed gospel. In revealing these, God has 
manifested his manifold wisdom and goodness, and he could not 
alter these things in the smallest degree, without making them in 
that proportion imperfect. It is wise to rest the soul in the hands of 
God, for his wisdom will lead him and his goodness incline him to do 
what is best. It is wise to place the soul on the atonement of Christ 
for pardon, for that is the only foundation of hope and pardon. It 
is wise cordially to approve of the most humbling and self-denying 
truths and duties of the gospel. For we can alter nothing by our 
cavils, and we cannot rectify what infinite wisdom has revealed.— 
Would you be wise? Then come on the Lord’s side. It is wise 
to do so, and the wisdom of the thing makes it reasonable. 

It is likewise pleasant. The pleasures of sinare momentary. But 
the pleasures which they experience, who are on the Lord’s side, 
are lasting. It is indeed pleasant to approve of the character ‘of 
God, to see him lovely and excellent and glorious in all the exhibi- 
tions of his love, his moral perfections. In his-most terrible majesty, 





1836. ] BEING ON THE LORD’S SIDE, il 





making awful displays of his justice, he is infinitely amiable and 
excellent, and while they, who are on his side, tremble and adore, 
they find it pleasant cordially to approve of his justice. ‘Though he 
slay them, yet they would trust in him and confide in his justice. It 
is pleasant to approve of his providential government to realize his gov- 
erning agency in all things, and cordially to approve of it. Throws 
a wisdom, and glory over them, which makes light break from the 
darkest cloud, and joy spring up in the gloomiest hour. Adversity 
then wears a smile. Afflictions appear desirable, death a friend, and 
the grave a sweet resting place for the body ; while the happy spirit 
leaps forth and bounds joyful and happy, tremblingand yet hoping 
into the presence of God, and the Lamb. It is pleasant to approve of 
his moral government, of the law, whose commandments are not 
grievious, but a delight ; and of its penalties as expressive of its 
holiness and importance. It is pleasant to lie passive in the forming 
hand of God, willing to be disposed of according tohis pleasure. It 
is pleasant to submit to and approve of the gospel, to delight in its du- 
ies. There can be nosuch pleasureasthis. No real pleasure which 
deserves the name in any thing else. And, my readers, it is safe. 
Those who are on the Lord’s side, are on a safe side. It will pre- 
vail. God being for us, who can be agaiustus. He will guide those 
who are on his side by his council, save them from sin and all 
enemies, and afierwards receive them to glory. Who will be on 
the Lord’s side? Choose you this day whom you will serve, 


For the New-Englund Telegraph. 
APOSTOLIC PREACHING. 


Mr. Evrror,—That the gospel ought to be preached, is a fact 
admitted by a majority of men; but how it should be preached is a 
point which has employed the thoughts and the pens of many. Some 
suppose that preaching of a practical kind, is preferable to any 
other ; and hence, direct all their efforts, with the false notion that 
they shall regulate the practice of men Jet them believe what they 
will. Now, in examining this matter a little, particular reference 
will be had to apostolic practice. Whatever errors may be committed 
at the present day, it is not likely that the apostles mistook the 
import of their high and holy commission. Under the special 
guidance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God. It is a matter to be deplored, and for which 
Zion sits solitary, that so many at this day are running before they 
are sent, and ‘ teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

Let it be observed, then, in the first place, that the apostles 
preached doctrinally. I know of no writings of modern times, that 
so abound with essential doctrine, as the writings of those who 
spake as they were moved by the Huly Ghost. ‘Throughout the 
epistles of the apostle Paul, we fins the most glowing descriptions 
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of human depravity, divine sovereignty, and similar doctrines.— 
Having, in unbelief, been a zealous persecutor of the church, he 
could, from experience, point out the ruined state of man and his 
recovery by grace. With those enlarged views of God, of truth 
and duty, sin and holiness, which he had, he was pre-eminently qual- 
ified to declare all the counsel of God. This indefatigable servant 
of Christ traversed both the land and ocean, by day and night ; 
submitted to various privations, to death itself, and all to establish 
that kingdom which he once sought to destroy. Following his 
divine commission, he illustrated the doctrines of total depravity, 
divine sovereignty, personal and unconditional election and repro- 
bation, with regeneration by the Holy Spirit. He declared, in 
short, the very truth, which God the Father Son and Holy Ghost 
required him to, and upon which Christ would build his Church, 
in defiance of earth and hell! So exactly did this servant of Christ 
fulfill his commission, that upon a review of the whole, and on the 
confines of an eternal state, he could say, “I have fought a good 
fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousnes.”’ 

Again; we find, on looking over the second chapter of Acts, the 
same style of preaching ; and were the preacher now amongst us, he 
might be styled asectarian, or a Predestinarian. Yet, this single 
discourse was, through grace, rendered effectual. That wasa great 
day in Jerusalem. Then was brought to pass that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel, relative to the out-pouring of the Spirit. In the 
first place, what were the means used on this oceasion? Why, in 
connection with prayer, a doctrinal sermon was preached. One, 
who had been a despised fisherman of Galilee, was divinely author-: 
thorised to preach the too often neglected dectriné of election, to 
those who should be assembled on the day of Pentecost. Well 
would it be for such as are disposed to cavil at doctrines, to look at 
this discourse, till the heart is melted into penitence. We find in 
this single sermon, brought to view in definite language, the doc- 
.trine of the Trinity, of total depravity, divine sovereignty, election, 
or the determinate council and foreknowledge of God, in connection 
with the free agency of men and their immediate repentance. 

The apostle did not glance slightly at the above cited doctrines, 
and pass along; but, like a firm believer in the truth, he declared 
all the counsel of God. The rejection of our Savior’s divinity, was 
doubtless the damning sin of the Jewish Nation ; and, to assert it 
in that vast concourse of people, required the moral courage of an 
apostle ; yet he proceeds :—“ Him, being delivered, by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have saben and with 
wicked hands have crucified and slain. And let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Here, then, is asserted 
the divine purpose in connection with the free-agency and voluntary 
wickedness of men, without the least intimation that one is incon« 
sistent with the other, or that the decree of God takes away ill-desert. 
The apostle charges home upon them, (the decree of God notwith 
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standing) the very sins of which they were guilty and precisely the 
same of which they were soon convinced by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. In all probability every one came there ignorant of his own 
heart, and, toa great extent, of the character of God; and had one told 
them, that they would, on that day, cry out, in view of sin and comin 
wrath, in the manner which they did, he would have been laugh 
to scorn. They, until that hour, were ignorantof the doctrines of 
grace or the gospel salvation, and therefore, for the first time, 
learned at the feet of Jesus. They were told, in faithfulness, what 
they were, what they had done, and whither their course was tending. 
It was clearly the design of the apostle to set God, holiness and sin, 
life and death, before his hearers; and, if we except our Savior’s, 
this single discourse was never excelled in point of solemnity and 
importance. Though this sermon is not all on record, yet we can 
judge, with some precision, of the whole ; as we are told that with 
“ many other words” he continued to exhort that deeply interesting 
assembly. May we not suppose that the apostle gave instruction 
like the following 1—‘ God, in all he has done and is doing, has in 
view his own glory. This object he will never abandon, or suffer 
to be frustrated. In his most holy and benevolent purpose is includ- 
ed every event, from the rolling of a world to the falling of a 
sparrow ; the good and the evil are alike included in God’s decree. 
He hardens and softens the heart, sets up one and pulls down another, 
and gets glory from both the holy and sinful conduct of men. But, 
notwithstanding all this, in the affair of the Savior’s death, you have 
taken a most wicked part. You have, deliberately and from choice, 
taken the side of satan against’ God, and of hell against heaven ; and 
there is only a step between you and death!’ 

Again, in the 4th of Acts, we find the same apostle exhibitin 
the same doctrine. Hear what he says :—‘* The kings of the eart 
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord 
and against~his Christ. For of a truth, against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

We find then, inspired men (for it is said in the same chapter 
that they were filled with the Holy Ghost,) teaching divine decrees 
to men in their sins, and exhorting them, by considerations the 
most weighty, to turn to God. 

Having seen that the preaching of the apostles was highly senti- 
mental, it may be proper to notice some of the effects. 

And first, it was awakening to the minds of men. Being attend- 
ed by divine energy, smners could not resist it. ‘The preaching on 
the day of Pentecost was, through grace, rendered effectual tu the 
conversion of abont three thousand souls. All of these, It is believ- 
ed, were converted in connection with the apostle’s preaching; 
though highly doctrinal ; and each one felt as deeply his own guilt 
when they said ‘‘ Men and brethren what shall we do,” as if no 
decree had existed respecting that event. Whilst looking at this 
interesting subject, we may see how the Gospel has been successfully 
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preached, when accompanied by the power of the Holy Ghost. God 
is to be praised for this and every other interposition in favor of 
Zion; for it is He that has guided her destinies from the beginning, 
through seasons of light and darkness, by his own fixed purpose. 

But a prominent object of the apostle seemed to be, to set God 
before his hearers, and to convince of sin rather than danger; and 
it is believed, that a sense of guilt rather than any thing else led 
them to say, “‘ Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ Possibly 
some of them were mure active in the crucifiction of Christ than 
others ; but, when converted by the power of the Most High, each 
one saw his heart to be as bad as it could be; and, from that very 
day we may fairly conclude, that they were believers in total deprav- 
ity. How deeply interesting is the event of an awakening! How 
solemn to the ministers of Christ the time when distressed souls are 
asking the way tolife! This solemn inquiry was made of the apostle 
on the day of Pentecost, to which he returned a concise and proper 
answer. He says, “‘ Repent and be baptised every one of you in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.” The duty of immediate repentance, then, 
was urged by the apostle on that occasion, as well as the doctrines 
above named, all of which resulted most happily for Zion; for she 
received a large accession of converts to her bosom, all of whom 
embraced the essential doctrines of the christian religion, which 
are contained in the second and fourth of the Acts, as well as in 
various other places in the Bible. ‘This was truly a great day in 
Zion! Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel about eight hundred years before, relative to the out-pouring 
of the Spirit. We sec then, under the apostle’s preaching, a fulfill- 
ment of prophesy, the awakening and conversion of sinners; their 
accession to the church and the name of God honored: 

A second effect of the apostle’s preaching was, their continuance 
in his doctrine. What this was we have just seen. “And they 
continued steadfastly in tle apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread and prayers.” Acts 2: 42. We may go back, 
then, as far as the apostles for the origin of Orthodoxy, and find it 
taught by those self-denying men again and again. ‘They were not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ; and this they preached at the 
peril of their lives. Many people say, they like to hear Christ 
preached ; but 'et such remember, that to preach Christ, is to preach 
his doctrine. To preach Christ, is, to preach distinguishingly.— 
lt is to show the connection that exists between doctrine and 
duty. It is to illustrate, without disguise, the plain truths of 
the Bible. There is much reason to fear, that when Christ is faith- 
fully preached, some of this character are offended. For this was 
the case when he was on earth. Some thought they were friend- 
ly to him; but as soon as they became acquainted with his 
character, they desired him to depart from them. But it must be 
admitted by all, that the converts at Pentecost, formed one harmoni- 
ous and blessed society. With them it was the beginning of days. 
Having embraced the truth with the heart, they adhered to it 
steadfastly, and thus gave evidence of having passed from death unto 
life. There is no intimation that any of them caviled with the 
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doctrine of election, or divine sovereignty, and said they were 
unprofitable ; but, deeply humbled at the feet of Jesus, they cordi- 
ally bowed to his holy dominion. 

A third effect of the preaching on the day of Pentecost, was the 
subsequent additions to the church. It is said in the same chapter, 
that ‘‘ The Lord added daily to the church such as should be saved.” 
How long this happy state of things lasted, we are not informed. 
Still, it is evident that the shower continued gradually to descend, 
after,the three thousand were converted. Perhaps a more peaceful, 
happy state of things never existed on this side Heaven. How 
astonishing the effects of divine grace! How astonishing the power 
of truth! ‘Thy Word, O Lord, is truth.’’ Much as the gospel is 
condemned, its influence was most salutary at Pentecost! A fairer 
specimen is not on record. Each manifested a deep interest in the 
welfare of others, something like loving our neighbor as ourselves ; 
and when this spirit shall have become general, then will have come 
to pass what the Prophets foretold, and for which the righteous 
have prayed; the reign of Christ on earth. The revival influence 
of Pentecost has reached our own times. This generation are in 
many respects better for that season of refreshing, the preaching of 
Peter has served as a stimulus to others in repeated instances to go 
and do likewise ; and were it not for some able defenders of the 
truth, this world might be given up for lost. 

If the foregoing be correct, I remark, in conclusion, that a very 
plausible objection, to wit, “ The doctrine of election is unprofitable,” 
is without weight, and falls tothe ground. The doctrine of election, 
be it remembered, was, through grace, rendered profitable to upwards 
of three thousand on the day of Pentecost. But for this, for any 
thing that appears, these had gone down to the dead in their sins ; 
and instead of praising God with the redeemed, they had wailed 
with the damned. ‘The authors of this objection would do well to 
consider what they are doing; for, it must be admitted by the candid, 
that an unprofitable doctrine ought not to be revealed ; and no one 
can deny the fact of its being revealed, without doing violence to 
more than two hundred texts which support the doctrine. 

If the apostles were correct in sentiment, as fully appears, then 
their successors in the ministry may safely embrace their doctrine. 
This they are bound todo. This they must do, if they would serve 
God acceptably, and save men from death. If the apostles were 
right in sentiment as we have seen, then those are right who have 
embraced their doctrine, and need not despond, though they are 
sometimes reproachfully styled ‘‘ Frozen Sectarians.”’ 

If the apostles were right in making full disclosures of the truth, 
as is evident; then the ministers of this generation should do the 
same. ‘I'hey should rebuke public, as well as private sins. They 
ought to lift up their voice as one man against the sin of slavery, 
until every ear in America be made to tingle. Silence upon this 
subject, as well as upon many others, is highly criminal; and it is 
fondly hoped, that repentance will soon prepare the minds of many 
to declare the truth in reference to this matter. Is it likely that Paul 
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and Peter, and James and John, with the other apostles, would see 
two millions and a half of human beings robbed of their freedom 
and loaded with chains, and still keep silence? Would they see them 
starved, lacerated, and worse than killed, (for some of them have 
suffered more than death,) and not speak to warn their oppressors ? 
Such a thing could not be. 

Finally, the time has arrived, which calls for renewed faithfulness 
on the part of ministers. Instead of lowering the tone of preaching, 
there is need to raise it higher and higher, until the last stone is 
added to the building which God is erecting. What, if the heavens 
gather blackness, and the sound of the tempest be heard? What, if 
the enemy does come in like a flood? What, if the church shall 
be shaken to its centre, and her blood stream like water? The 
Redeemer still lives, and has prepared for her a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. He will, ere long, lift up a 
standard against the enemy, and put him to flight, and thus make 
his cause to triumph. N. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
SLAVERY AT THE SOUTH. 


Me. Tuacuer :—The declaration has been many times reiterated, 
that the people of the South considered Slavery a great curse, 
entailed upon them by their fathers ; and that they heartily desired 
to get rid of the evil, but were unable to devise means to eradicate 
it. Now, such declarations, I have long considered a mere, but 
meagre and self-contradictory apology for sin. For those who vol- 
untarily enslave their fellow-creatures, to complain, that their own 
conduct is a curse from which they desire to be delivered, is prepos- 
terous in the extreme. I would just as soon believe it of the money- 
thief, as the man-thief; of the sea orland-robber, as of the plunderer 
of the souls and bodies of human beings. Yet such have been the 
hypocritical professions of southern tyrants, and such the futile 
apologies of the North. Indeed, many in the New-England States 
seem honestly to believe, that the people of the South would gladly 
get rid of slavery if they could. 

It is abundantly evident, however, that all the professions of the 
South, on this subject, have been base and hollow-hearted. They 
have not desired to get rid of slavery. ‘They have, indeed, held on 
to it with a miser’s grasp. Were they desirous to get rid of slavery, 
they know it to be in their own power. Otherwise, they are them- 
selves the veriest slaves on earth. But, this they will not admit. 
No individuals are more continually boasting of their freedom than 
the people of the South. They have in their hands the power of 
legislation, and are able, at once, to change their whole civil polity. 
It is, therefore, as preposterous for slaveholders to affirm, that slavery 
is a curse, from which they desire to be relieved, as it would be for 
the man, who had stolen from his neighbor a thousand dollars, to 
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affirm, ‘ This money is to me a great curse, of which I earnestly 
desire to be rid; but, alas! it is an evil, a calamity of which I 
cannot relieve myself; I am under the necessity of holding on to 
my booty ; I would, were it in my power, relinquish to my neighbor 
what is justly his own and I have, with violence, taken away ;%but 
I am compelled to grasp my ungodly gains, and, having once been a 
thief forever after to act in character !’ 

Did the mass of the people at the South consider [slavery a’ sin, 
a curse, or even a burden, they would certainly abolish their slave 
code, and manumit their slaves without delay. The doctrine of 
immediate emancipation would be carried into immediate practice. 
It is true, they pretend, that if the slaves were mahumitted, they 
would rise, at once, and cut their masters’ throats. But, sucha plea 
is too}frivolous, and too much like cowardice for the chivalrous people 
of the South. I do not believe, that the Southern planters, with all 
their boasted bravery, would be seriously willing to acknowledge 
themselves a community of poltroons. Even admitting a false princi- 
ple to be true, that it is a trait of humar nature for one man to 
revenge himself upon another, who does hii an act of justice; the 
people of the South would certainly be able, by wholesome laws and 
the power of the civil arm, to keep in due subordination those, as 

reemen, whom they are now able to retain and keep under ae slaves. 
he people of the South, then, cannot be actuated by cowardice in 
refusing to abolish slavery; and I think they will not be very grate- 
ful to pro-slavery men at the North, for making that as an apology. 

If many individuals at the South considered slavery a curse anda 
burden ; they would be much inclined to romove their residence, 
and thus get rid of the curse, by taking up their abode in the free 
States. This they could and would do, rather than endure what 
they considered an insufferable calamity. The very fact, therefore, 
that very few of the planters are inclined to emigrate from the slave- 
holding, to the free States, is evidence that very few of them consider 
slavery as an evil. 

But, as the cause of Abolition continues to make progress, we 
find, that the mass of our Southern citizens begin to acknowledge, 
that they do zot consider slavery as an evil. 

The Charleston (S. C.) Courier, of November 14th, holds the 
following language :—‘ We of the South have been hitherto much te 
blame, in allowing such notions to gain ground at the North as that 
we regard slavery as an evil, and are anxious to get rid of it. It is 
but lately that we have begun to make the northern people to under- 
stand, that we hold slavery to be NEITHER A 8IN NOR A cCuRSE, but 
an ordinance of Providence a practical blessing.” Other papers, 
and even some professedly religious have held language the same in 
import, and not very dissimilar in expression. 

In his late message to the Legislature of South Carolina, Govern- 
or Mc Duffie expresses himself in language as strong and explicit as 
that quoted above. Speaking of the Abolitionists, he says, 

“The crime which'these foreign incendiaries have committed against 
the peace of the state, is one of the very highest grade known to 
3 
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humae laws. It not only strikes at the very existence of society, 
but seeks to accomplish the catastrophe by the most horrible means, 
celebrating the obsequies of the state in a Satanical carnival of blood 
and murder, and while brutally violating all the charities of life, 
and desecrating the very altars of religion, impiously calling upon 
heaven to sanctify these abominations. 

** It is my deliberate opinion, that the laws of every communit. 
should punish this species of interference BY DEATH WITHOUT 
BFNEFIT OF CLERGY, regarding the authors of it as enemies of 
the humav race. Nothing could be more appropriate than for South 
Carolina to set this example iw the present crisis; and I trust the 
legislature will not adjourn till it discharges this high duty of 
patriotism.” 

One reason why the Governor cherishes this “ gall of bitterness’” 
against the Abolitionists, is, that he claims slavery as a blessing, and 
not a crime. This will appéar abundantly from the following 
extracts. 

“* No kuman institution, in my opinion, is more manifestly consist- 
ent with the will of God, than domestic slavery ; and ne one of his 
ordinances is written in more legible characters, than that which 
consigns the African race to this condition, as more conducive to their 
own happiness, than any other of which they are susceptible. Whether 
we consult the sacred scriptures, or the lights of nature and reason, 
we shall find these truths as abundantly apparent as if written with 
a sun-beam in the heavens. Under both the Jewish and Christian 
dispensations of our religion, domestic slavery existed with the 
unequivocal sanction of its prophets, its apostles, and finally its great 
Author.” 

“‘ Nor can it be admitted, as some of our statesmen have affirmed, 
in a mischievous and misguided spirit of sickly sentimentality, that 
our systere of domestic slavery is a curse to the white population— 
a moral and political evil, much to be deplored, but incapable of 
being eradicated.” 

** Reason and philosophy can explain what experience so clearly 
testifies. If we look into the elements of which all political com- 
munities are composed, it will be found that servitude in some form, 
is one of the essential constituents. No community ever has existed 
without it, and we may confidently assert none ever will. In the very 
nature of things THERE MUST BE CLASSES OF PERSONS TO DISCHARGE ALL 
THE DIFFERENT OFFICES OF SOCIETY FROM THE HIGHEST TO THE|LOW- 
EST.” 

“ Domestic slavery, therefore, instead of beiug a political evil, 1s 
THE CORNOR STONE OF OUR REPUBLICAN EDIFICE. No patriot who 
justly estimates our privileges, will tolerate the idea of emancipation, 
at any period however remote, or on any conditions of pecuniary 
advantage, however favorable. I would as soon think of opening 
a negociation for selling the liberty of the State at once, as for 
making any stipulations for the ultimate emancipation of our slaves. 
So deep is my conviction on this subject, that if I were doomed to die 
immediately after recording these sentiments, I could say in all 
sincerity and under all sanctions of Christianity and patriotism, 
R ¢ / 
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* God forbid that my descendants, in the remotest generations, should 
live in any other than a commnnity having the institution of domestic 
slavery, as it existed among the patriarchs of the primative Church, 
and in all the free states of antiquity.’ ” 

Such is the explicit and direct avow!l of Governor Mc Duffie, the 
Executive Organ of South Carolina; and we shall doubtless find, 
by Acts of the Legislature whom he addresses, and the concurrence 
of the people, that he speaks, in general, the sentiments of his 
constituents. 

The sentiments thus expressed by Govenor Mc Duffie, I presume 
to be the general sentiment of slaveholders at the South ; and I 
believe the same to be equally true of their apologists at the North. 
This is evident from almost all the debates, which have been recently 
held in Congress on the right of petitioning for the abolition of 
slayery in the District of Columbia. The sentiments there expressed, 
and expressed too in language which cannot be easily misunderstood, 
amount to a demonstration, that slaveholders and their apologists, 
would much rather extend, than get rid of the abominations of 
slavery. Doubtless, there are many at the North, who would be 
glad to hold slaves if they could; and the Southern States are 
determined that the iniquity shall be perpetuated. 

It is evident, then, from these facts, demonstrated by the open 
declarations of the more honest portion of the slaveholders themselves, 
that many pretentions and professions of others, and apologists for 
slavery at the North, are nothing but sheer hypocrisy. These pre- 
tenders would make the people believe, that slaveholders generally 
would fain get rid of the abomination, and are only desirous for the 
adoption of the best means to effect its removal. But, every 
impartial observer knows, that such representations are not true. 
Slaveholders at the South do not mean, that their vassals shall ever 
be emancipated ; and not a few, at the North, would eagerly seize 
the first opportunity which might present itself, to hold slaves 
themselves. 

These facts, Mr. Editor, will account for the zeal and interest, 
which slaveholders have manifested in aiding the efforts of the 
** American Colonization Society.” They have aided these efforts 
for the very purpose of perpetuating slavery; while at the same time 
it lulled ta sleep those whose hearts were in some measure imbued 
with gocd will toward their colored brethren. Many drew the false 
and delusive inference, that, because slaveholders contributed to the 
funds of the Colonization Society, they seriously intended to get rid 
of slavery as soon as practicable. But, it was not so. It was the 
intention of the slaveholders, that the Colonization Society should 
drain_the slave States of their free colored population, and by that 
means enhance the value of slaves, and at the same time prevent 
the diffusion of that knowledge ‘among their vassals, which they 
knew must eventually overthrow their whole system of tyrany. The 
organization and operations of the Colonization Society, then, have 
been exactly adapted to perpetuate slavery to the latest generation, 
and do that for slaveholders which they could not readily do for 
themselves. ‘ 
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Jt is high time, therefore, for all philanthropists to be undeceived 
respecting the real intentions of the people at the South; and no 
longer think of addressing them on the ground of interest and ezpe- 
diency, but appeal to their consciences, and address them on the 
ground of moral obligation. EPAPHRAS, 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
IMPOSITIONS OF POPERY. 


Mr. Epiror,—It is well known, that priests, capuchins and 
friars, in the Romish Church, have long pretended to work mira- 
cles. In this way they have effectually deceived their devotees, and 
held multitudes of the ignorant and credulous in perpetual bondage. 
As an illustration of the manner in which they practiced their pro- 
fane impositions, even in Scotland, permit me to communicate to 
you the following brief narative, which I copy from Mc Gavin’s 
** Protestant.’”” Mr. Mc Gavin says he is “ indebted for it to Scott’s 
History of the Reformers in Scotland: Life of John Row.” 

EBER, 
THE BLIND BOY. 


* About the year 1546, a poor friendless boy, of whose birth 
probably his parents had been ashamed, tended the sheep belonging 
tothe nuns of Scienna, or Sciennes, about a quarter of a mile south 
of Edingburgh. It was one of his childish amusements to turn up 
the white of his eyes, and in doing it he succeeded so well, as to be 
able, at his pleasure, tc make himself appear perfectly blind. The 
nuns observed him in his amusement, and spoke of it to some priests 
and friars who were their visitors. It immediately occured to them, 
that if proper care was taken of this young person, he might, in 
course of time, become the fit subject of a miracle. 

“ The inxscent child was secreted from public view, it has been 
said, scvcryc. cight years, and mostly in one of the cells, or some 
retired part of the convent. At the end of that number of 
years, his stature and features were so much altered, that he could 
not casily be recollected by the very few persons who formerly had 
known him. He was now judged to be of a proper age to be sent 
forth as a blind mendicant, and to receive instryctions haw he should 
behave. A person was hired to conduct him, who believed him to 
have been born blind, and to have been supported chiefly by charit- 
able contributions from the ladies of Scienna. 

“This simple young man, who scarcely knew any other people in 
the world than those under whose tuition he had been held, readily 
promised to obey their injunctions. They bound him by a solemn 
but rash vow, to affect blindness, and to beg alms, till they should 
advertise him to the contrary. He kept his promise, and for a 
considerable space of time, was led through the country, receiving 
such alms as benevolent people were pleased to give him. 

** At last the period arrived when those priests and friars who were 
in the secret of his not being really blind, thought it expedient that 
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he should be relieved from his hard condition. 

* At the east end of the village of Musselburgh, in Mid-Lothian, 
was a celebrated chapel, dedicated to the honor of the Virgin Mary. 
Its proper name was Loretta, but it was vulgarlycalled Alareit, or 
Lawreit. There was alsoa chapel of the same name in Perth ; and 
many credulous people in the Lothians, and at Perth, as well aa the 
people of Loretta, in lhaly, believed that their chapel contained 
within it the identical small brick built house in which the blessed 
mother of our Lord had dwelt when at Nazareth; and that it had 
been miraculously conveyed and upheld entire, from its original seat, 
by the ministry of angels. 

“« It was in the well frequented chapel at Musselburgh, and where 
miracles were most commonly expected to be seen, that the pupil of 
the nuns was to receive his sight. Public intimation of the miracle 
to be performed, was given in Edinburgh, and in the neighboring 
parts, and on the day appointed a prodigious number of people were 
assembled. They found that there was a stage erected on the out- 
side of the chapel. Having waited a little while, they beheld, led 
forward upon the stage, the seemingly blind young man, whom many 
of them knew, and whose blindness they had probably often pitied. 
He was attended by priests any friars, and no doubt also by Thomas, 
the hermit (a famous worker of miracles,) if he wasthen alive. After 
some time spent in the use of prayers and ceremonies, his eyes, go the 
satisfaction of the multitude, appeared to be perfectly restored. The 
young man, who had long been restricted from employing honest 
means for his subsistence, now sincerely rejoiced. He returned 
thanks to the priests and friars: and when he came down from the 
stage, was caressed and congratulated by the people, and some of 
whom gave him money. 

‘** A Protestant gentleman who was present, detected the cheat, 
and took the young man inta his service.” 


For the New-England Telegraph. % 
GOSPEL DISCIPLINE NO PUNISHMENT. 


Mr. Tuacher :—I recollect, that, when you published your peri- 
odical in the newspaper form, a correspondent, who signed himself 
*« A Congregationalist ,” advanced the sentiment, that Christian disci- 
pline in the Church,administered according to the rule of Christ,in the 
eighteenth of Matthew, ought not to be considered as a punishment. 
I then thought his remarks to be altogether just, and I am still of 
the same opinion. Many, however, and, if I mistake not, some of 
your correspondents, differed from “ A Congregationalist,” and 
contended, that excommunication ought not only to be considered, 
but administered as strictly and properly a punishment. Since the 
controversy in your paper, I have been reading Mc Gavin’s “ Prot- 
estant,” in which I find the same sentiments expressed by ‘ Con- 
gregationalist.” Mr. Mc Gavin is one of the most able and ingenuous 
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controversialists of the present age; and he maintained a most 
successful and triumphant contest with Papists and Jesuit priests for 
the space of four years. But, in order to meet those subtie and 
intriguing sophists, he was necessitated to take precisely the ground 
assumed by “‘ Congregationalist.’? It is true he speaks of Church 
** Government ;” but it is evident, from the tenor of his remarks, that 
he means no more by it, than “‘ Congregationalist” means by Church 
“order.” I will take the liberty to transcribe Mr. Mc Gavin’s 
remarks on the subject, and submit them to your disposal. 

“T think,” says he, “‘ the church of Christ has noth.ng to do with 
the punishment of any man whatever. I use the word punishment, 
in the sense of Dr. Johnson,—‘ Any infliction or pain imposed in 
vengeance of a crime;’ and such at Jeast is its meaning among 
Papists, in relation to indulgences. The reign of Christ in his 
church, is the reign of grace and mercy. He has, indeed, in his hsnd a 
rod of iron; but that is to rule in the midst of his enemies, and he will 
break them in pieces like a potter’s vessel, [Ps. ii.] But his reign in 
the church possesses a character of benignity and loving kindness. 
Nosuch thing,as punishment,properly so called,can emanate from the 
throne of mercy. 

“‘ Christ has appointed a government, or rule in his church, to be 
administered by his servants in his name. The character of this 
govegament must correspond with that of the reign of grace, for it 
is virtually the government of Christ himself by his word. Those 
who rule in the church according to this word, must exhibit the 
compassion and gentleness of Christ. While they maintain great 
firmness, and even boldness, in opposing the enemies of truth and 
godliness, not for their hurt or punishment, but for their good also, 
they must be particularly careful that they administer nothing of the 
nature of punishment to those whom they acknowledge as their 
Master’s friends. 

“ Through infirmity and temptation, Christians often fall into sin, 
and thereby dishonor the cause of truth which they maintain. If it 
be a sin which is followed by scandal, or by occasion of which true 
religion suffers reproach,Christ has ordained that the sinner should be 
told his fault faithfully and plainly. If it be known only to a few, these 
few are authorised to forgive him, if they see such evidences of 
repentance as make them believe that God has forgiven him. If the 
sin be known to the church or congregation, then the evidence of 
the sinners repentance ought also to be known to the church,—he 
ought to be admonished or reproved by the minister in their pres- 
ence, and exhorted to beware in future, lest he fall into sin, which © 
is his own greatest enemy. If he does not profess sorrrow for his 
sin, if he gives no evidence of repentance after repeated admonition, 
and exhortation, and prayer on his behalf, the church has nothing 
farther to do but to put him away. 

“In this there is nothing of the nature of punishment. It is a 
process of kindness and brotherly love. It is a precept as old, as 
the law of Moses, ‘“‘ Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy brother, and 
not suffer sin upon him.” (Lev. xix. 17.) The psalmist speaks of 
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such discipline as am excellent oil that would not hurt him. He 
calls it even a kindness done to him; and such it truly is toall who 
need it, and to whom it is affectionately administered. It is the 
ordinance of Christ, intended for the gracious purpose of showing 
his people the great evil of sin, and deterring them from the com- 
mission of it. Like every other divine ordinance, it is profitable for 
the purpose intended by it. How many have had occasion to thank 
God for such expressions of his kindness, and the kindness of his 
people to themselves, or to others of whose penitence and restoration 
they have been witnesses! That there is nothing of punishment in 
this, is decidedly the opinion of the church of Scotland, as her 
distipline is expounded by Sruart or Purpivan. ‘ A public rebuke,’ 
says he, ‘ ought to be so managed, that there be no ground given 
for constructing it a penance punishment, or mark of reproach, but 
the minister is to carry therein, as one much affected and afflicted 
with the sin.’-—In short, the whole process, if conducted aecording 
to the word of God, and the mind of the church of Scotland as 
above declared, is an expression of the kindness of the Head of the 
clurch towards his people, in order to recover them from sin, and 
preserve them from falling into it. But to dispense with this, and 
make a man pay for the dispensation, is to injuire him, not so much 
by the fine, as by depriving him of the merciful discipline which 
Christ appointed for his spiritual benefit. ° 

“If it be objected, that most persons would rather pay the fine 
than submit to the discipline and reproof, I answer, this indicates a 
bad state of mind in such persons. I should doubt that they had 
repented of theirsin. I should be afraid that they did not really 
belong to the kingdom of Him, of whose gracious reign I have beer 
speak'ng. It would then serve no good purpose to deal with them 
according to the laws of that kingdom, farther than to set before 
them plainly and faithfully their guilt and danger ; and if after all, 
they did not repent, to put them away from the communion of the 
church, of which they show themselves to be unworthy. 

** Most people would conceive this to be punishment ; but in reality 
it is no such thing. Excommunication in the church of Rome is 
indeed a dreadful engine employed for the punishment of those who 
offend the holy see: and I am afraid that many Protestants have 
derived their ideas of excommunication from Rome. I do not say 
it is not a dreadful thing, as administered according to the word of 
God, because it really is so; but all that is dreadful in it arises from 
the state of mind of the individual who incurs the sentence, not 
from the sentence itself. It is never lawfully executed, but in cases 
of obstinate perseverance in wickedness, and refusing to repent. 
Nothing can be imagined more dreadful than this. Such rebellion 
against the authority of God, shows that one is not fit for the king- 
dom of God ; and putting him out of the church is doing him no 
injury ; it is no punishment ; it is indeed all the benefit which the 
church can confer upon him; it is calculated to convince him of 
his sin, and it prevents him from committing greater sin, by continu- 
ing to profane diviuc ordinances. In short, there is nothing in it 
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that affects the person or the property of the individual. His per- 
sonal and civil rights rewain untouched. He is deprived of nothing 
but the fellowship of saints, a thing for which he has no value, a 
thing which, indeed, he despises, else he would not prefer the 
pleasures of sin. 

* Tam aware that on this subject the apostle Paul uses strong lan- 
guage. He speaks of excommunication as a delivering over to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, (1 Cor. v. 5;) from which there is a 
vulgar idea prevalent, that the church claims the power of delivering 
individuals into the hands of the devil, to be tormented; but the 
words really mean no more than turning persons over to that society 
or class of men to which they belong. There are only two kimg- 
doms on earth :—the kingdom of Christ, and the kingdom of Satan. 
The former is the church, the latter is the world. ‘The members of 
the former are gathered out of the latter; they are separated from 
the world, and added to the church by the faith of the gospel. 
Many, by false pretences, have been joined to the church; but 
when this is discovered, as it is by their committing sin, and obsti- 
nately refusing to repent, then, by the authority of Christ, declared 
by the apostle, such persons are to be delivered over to that kingdom 
from which they came, from which they were never truly separated, 
and to which they are still cordially attached, 2s is evident by their 
love of sin; this is giving them over to Satan, their own master, 
the god of this world, who ruleth in the children of disobedience. 
This is precisely the view of the passage entertained by the church 
of Scotland, as appears by the following extraet from Purpivan, Art. 
Excom. 6,10. ‘ Why the apostle (1 Cor. v. 5) expresses excom- 
munication by delivering unto Satan, may be for this, among other 
reasons, that Satan is called the God of this world, as world is taken 
in opposition to the church of God; so that delivering to him, 
implies no more than that, (Matt. xviii. 17,) ‘if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and publican, 
thereby letting us know how dreadful a thing it is to be shut out 
from the ordinary means of grace and salvation, and exposed to the 
temptations of our grand adversary the devil.’ Still there is nothing 
here of the nature of punishment properly so called,—nothing done 
in vengeance of a crime; and one cannot be said to be shut out 
from the ordinary means of grace and salvation, unless he shall 
voluntarily withdraw from hearing the gospel preached, from which 
he is by no means excluded by excommunication. 

““I am aware, also, that the word punishment is used by our 
translators in reference to excommunication, 2 Cor. ii. 6, but it is 
used only in that limited sense which signifies rebuke or chastise- 
ment. It does not mean any thing that is penal, or inflicted in 
vengeance ofa crime. The original word exsripuse is indeed rendered 
rebuke in all the other English translations to which at present I 
have access. The authorised version of Queen Elizabeth is,—‘ It 
is sufficient unto the same man that he was rebuked of many.’ The 
Rhemish translation is,—‘ To him that is such a one, this rebuke 
sufficeth that is given of many.’”’ 
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It should be recollected, that Mr. Mc Gavin was a member of the 
Church of Scotland, and would probably advocate some forms, 
which would not be admissible in a Congregational church. But, 
if a gentleman of his talents and standing, in the Presbyterian con- 
nection writes withsuch an amiable spirit, and holds such sentiments 
as expressed above, there must be strange incongruity in professed 
Congregationalists assuming tones of authority, and talking of the 
punishment of offenders, by ecclesiastical discipline. Kk. D. 





For the New-England Telegraph. 
SHARPNESS AND SEVERITY. 


I take it to be a scriptural and obvious truth, that those who 
are hardened in errors and sins, ought to be rebuked with serverity. 
Scriptural, because we have both example and precept to enforce it 
—obvious, because it is confirmed by conscience, by reason, and by 
facts. It is not my design in this paper to go into a critical and 
extended examination of objections to this proposition, which I shall 
omit until occasion requires. I will first give a specimen of sharp 
and severe reproof and rebuke from scriptural example. 

In the 23rd chapter of Matthew, our Lord employs this means 
with the scribes and Pharisees, who were hardened errorists and 
sinners, though in repute for wisdom, and religion. He said to them, 
** Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up 
the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Wo unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, 
and for a pretence make long prayers: therefore shall ye receive the 
greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he is made, ye make him two fold more the child of hell than 
yourselves.— Wo unto you, ye blind guides.—Wo unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin, and have omitted the weightiér matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith—ye fools and blind—ye blind guides which 
strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.—Fill ye up then the measure 
of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?’ At another time he said, “‘ Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye willdo: He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth.” John, 
the forerunner of Christ, also said to the hardened Jews, “‘ O gener- 
ation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ?” 
Stephen said to them, “ Ye stiff-necked, and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: As your fathers did, 
so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ? 
and they have slain them which showed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have now been the betrayers and murderers,” 
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To Elymas, who was a hardened and deceitful sinner, Paul said, 
“O full of all subtilty, and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of the Lord ?” Isaiah also said to the hardened Jews, ‘“‘ Hear 
the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom, give ear unto the law of 
our God, ye people of Gomorrah.” 

But I need not multiply examples. The scriptures abound with 
examples of sharp and severe rebuke, reproof, and denunciation 
towards deceivers and seducers, oppressors, and the incorrigible and 
vicious, who pervert the right ways of the Lord, openly and wan- 
tonly dishonor and disobey him, injure their fellow creatures, and 
destroy souls. These rebukes and denunciaions were freely used 


by the preachers of the law and gospel. Just as far as these exam- . 


ples are binding upon other religious teachers, moralists, and 
reformers, so far are they bound to employ this means of doing good. 

I will now refer to a few of the divine precepts which enjoin and 
enforce this duty. In his epistle to ‘Titus, Paul says, “ For there are 
many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, especially they of the 
circumcision ; Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole 
houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake. 
One of them, even a prophet of their own, said, ‘The Cretians are 
always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true : where- 
fore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not 
giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turm 
from the truth.” To Timothy he also said, “Them that sin, 
rebuke before all, that others also may fear.” By the prophet Isaiah 
God says to religious teachers and watchmen, “‘ Cry aloud, spare 
not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their 
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” To Ezekiel he 
said, “‘ If thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at 
thy hand.” Again, “ And thou shalt speak my words unto them, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.’” These 
passages clearly involve the duty of applying the divine rebukes, 
warnings, and threatenings to mankind, as they were intended, and 
are applicable to particular persons, without altering or softening 
— “ He that hath my werd, let him speak my word faith- 
ully.” 

I will now mention some reasons why those who are hardened in 
errors and sins, ought to be rebuked with severity. 

1. One is, to convince them that we feel no complacency in their 
errors and sins, but a strong abhorrence of them. Mankind com- 
monly increase in self-complacency, as they increase in guilt. And 
when they entertain much self-complacency, they are very apt to 
imagine that they have the complacency of others. It is difficult to 
convince them to the contrary. Reproving them in terms that do 
not clearly and justly describe their guilt, fails to do it. A strong 
and unequivocal expression of disapprobation and abhorrence 
towards the conduct of hardened transgressors, and a just descrip- 
tion of their sins, is necessary to convince them that we feel na 
complacency in their sinful conduct. 
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2. Hardened and deceitful transgressors ought to be rebuked with 
severity, in order to turn and hold their attention to their errors and 
sins until they embrace and walk inthetruth. This requires severity 
of reproof and rebuke. Hardened transgressors are prone to attend 
to any thing, rather than to their own errors and vices. ‘To attend 
to these, gives them pain, until they reform. Hence says Paul, 
* Rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.” 

3. Hardened and deceitful transgressors ought to be rebuked with 
a just severity, in order to enlighten their understandings, and arouse 
their consciences and fears respecting their guilt. Sharp rebuke, 
and severe reproof is involved in a just description of the errors and 
sins of such persons. We have a striking illustration of this fact 
in the parable of Nathan to David, who had committed the sins of 
adultery, and murder. The parable of Nathan set his sins in a very 
clear light, which aroused the indignation of the king to pronounce 
judgment of death upon the perpetrator, after which the prophet 
said, ‘‘ Thou art the man. Wherefore hast thou dispised the com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight? Thou hast killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy 
wife.” ‘The prophet then proceeded to denounce the divine judg- 
ments upon the king; and what was the consequence of this clear 
and just description of his sin and danger, in terms of such severity ? 
The sequel informs us. ‘“ And David said unto Nathan I have 
sinned against the Lord?” ‘The 5lst Psalin evinces the salutary 
effect of this sharp rebuke of Nathan. This effect is perfectly 
natural. The parable of Nathan enlightened his understanding, 
awakened his conscience, and aroused his fears, which is at once 
the safest and surest way tc ciiect a genuine reformation. 

4. Such persons ought to be rebuked with severity, in order to 
arouse the passions of shame, of self-respect, and other passions and 
affections in favor of reformation. No person loves to be justly, 
and severely reproved and condemned. It is extremely mortifying 
and painful to the feelings. It is adapted to make persons distressed 
and ashamed to have their real guilt, deceit and danger, justly 
described, and sharply rebuked and condemned. Such rebukes 
operate powerfully upon the principles of shame, self-respect, fear, 
remorse, and other kindred passions, which greatly augments the 
moral power that moves to reformation. It is scriptural and safe, 
to arouse these passions, after the understanding is properly enlight- 
ened, and the conscience awakened. Says Dr. Emmons, “ The 
wise preacher will address the understanding before the conscience, 
and the conscience before the heart. This is the order of nature, 
and this order must be observed, to make the deepest impression 
upon the human mind.” He then adds, ‘“‘ When the understanding 
is informed, and the conscience awakened, then the affections may 
be raised as high as possible. ‘There is no danger of raising the 
affections too high, by the exhibition of truth, though there is nothing 
else that can raise them higher.” 

5. Hardened and deceitful transgressors ought to be rebuked with 
severity, in order to prevent others from pursuing the same sins. 
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This reason is given by the apostle. “ ‘Them that sin, rebuke before 
all, that others also may fear.” When one person is justly and 
severely rebuked, reproved, and condemned for his errors and sins, 
it tends to turn public attention to them, to excite public abhorrence 
and a just contempt against them, and thus restrain others from 
adopting and practicing them. This was probably the principle use 
of the severe rebukes and denunciations of Christ against the scribes 
and Pharisees—to prevent others from adopting and practicing their 
errors and sins, to their everlasting destruction. 

I trust I have now made it appear that the use of sharpness and 
severity of rebuke, and reproof, in some cases, is both scriptural and 
rational. 1 have no desire to advocate an indiscriminate use of it, 
on all occasions, to all kinds of transgressors. Christ addressed the 
amiable, and comparitively moral ruler, who came to him, saying, 
“* Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life,” very differ- 
ently from the manner he adopted in addressing the scribes and 
Pharisees. Says Jude, “ And of some have compassion, making a 
difference: And others-save with fear, pulling them out of the fire.” 
Though sharpness and severity of rebuke is a fundamentel and 
essential part of that moral power which is requisite to promote 
radical and extensive reformations, and is extremely powerful, and 
effectual when connected with a kind, meek, faithful, and benevo- 
lent spirit, it is otherwise when associated with injustice, selfishness, 
carnal ambition and malevolence. In the latter case, it awakens 
perhaps greater repellency, without effecting true conviction and 
conversion. To use sharp and just rebuke with a kind and benev- 
olent spirit, is the most effectual way to promote useful reformation 
—to use it with a selfish, proud, and malevolent spirit is the most 
effectual way to defeat it. Nor is it easy to conceal ‘ the manner of 
spirit we are of.’ There is no doubt that many souls have been 
destroyéd by an unholy, unjust, unkind, and malevolent use of sharp 
and severe rebuke, reproof, and denunciation. But this does rot 
disprove the great truth, that hardened and deceitful transgressors 
ought to be rebuked with severity. There are multitudes of “ unruly 
and vain talkers whose mouths must be stopped” with sharp and 
just rebuke. This duty implies the use of language that will plainly 
express the guilt, the shame, the danger, and the inexcusableness of 
their transgressions, and alsoa corresponding expresston of counte- 
nance and conduct, and manner, showing a just displeasure and 
abhorrence at the sins and errors thus rebuked. And when this 
duty is performed with “‘ the meekness and gentleness of Christ,” 
in his benevolent and faithful spirit, after his perfect example, ‘ it is 
mighty to the pulling down of strong holds’ of error and sin. 

But who are they, that are required ro rebuke hardened trans 
gressors with serverity ? I answer, all those who are properly qual- 
ified, should do it, in their proper sphere of action. Civil rulers, 
magistrates, and civil officers, are authorised and bound to rebuke 
transgressors of the laws of God and man. Religious teachers and 
watchmen, are authorised and bound to perform this duty faithfully. 
Those persons, who, in the providence of God are called to wield 
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the press, and set to guard the public morals, are bound by the 
spirit of the divine law to do it. Parents and guardians ar author- 
ised and bound to do it to those who need it under their care.— 
Private citizens, friends and neighbors are bound to do it towards 
each other, as they have occasion. The divine law is imperious on 
this point. ‘Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart, thou 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.” 
It was Cain who said, ‘‘ Am I my brother’s keeper ?”’ : 

I have now discussed the proposition with which I started, as 
far as I intended, or as the proper limits of this paper admits. The 
times, however, in which we live, demand a brief application of the 
principle I have illustrated and defended, which requires a few ad- 
ditional remarks. 

1. If it is a scriptural and obvious truth that hardened and de- 
ceitful transgressors ought to be rebuked with a just severity; then 
no persons properly qualified can be excused from doing this duty, 
merely because it is adapted to bring present opposition, calumny, 
and persecution upon themselves, or because it may occasion pres- 
ent anger and resentment in the minds of those who are sharply re- 
buked, and justly reproved. It is perfectly natural for hardened and 
deceitful transgressors, especially if they have been long flattered 
and let alone in their sins, to resist the first application of bold and ~ 
faithful rebuke and reproof. The devil always helps his disciples 
to resist genuine conviction and reformation. This is to be expect- 
ed. Christ perfectly fore-knew the consequences of such boldness 
and faithfulness at Nazareth, when all they in the synagogue who 
heard him were filled with wrath, and rose up to destroy him. But this 
did not excuse him as a religious teacher, from using great “ plain- 
ness of speech,” and a just severity, in reproving their errors and sins. 
He perfectly foreknew the consequences upon himself of the sharp 
rebuke and just reproof he used towards the scribes, pharisees, 
chief priests and others; but this did not excuse or turn him from 
his bold and faithful course. He knew that sharp and just rebuke 
and reproof was the proper and best means of convincing and turn- 
ing them from the error of their ways, and of restraining others 
from the same way to death. Therefore he denied himself, took 
up his cross, and with surprising faithfulness and boldness, perform- 
ed this duty. It was because he loved God and the souls of men, 
and because he knew that the smothered opposition, enmity, malice, 
and rage of hardened transgressors must be brought to light and 
overcome by applying truth and light to the understanding and con- 
science, and sharp rebuke to the heart of stone, that he took this 
self-denying course. The same remark will apply to the faithful 
prophets, the apostles, and the martyrs who have been persecuted 
to death for righteousness’ sake. If these were not excused from this 
duty in the times and places in which they lived, neither can any 
persons who are properly qualified be excused from this duty in this 
age, even if they live ‘‘ where Satan’s seat is.’’ 

2. Ifthe duty I have contended for, is scriptural, obvious, and 
imperious ; then, if its faithful performance destroys the present 
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peace and carnal enjoyment of nations, states, families and individ- 
uals, those who thus occasion these ‘light afflctions wnich are but 
for a moment,’ are not accountable or to blame for them. Indeed, it is 
no evil, all things considered, to destroy false and carnal peace and 
enjoyment by the use of such means. ‘The more of this kind of 
peace and hapiness is destroyed by the use of such means, the greater 
will be the ultimate, general, and true peace and hapiness of na- 
tions, states, families, and individuals. All false peace is war—war 
with God, with truth and duty, and with true and ultimate safety and 
hapiness. Hence, said the Prince of all true reformers, “ ‘Think 
not that I am come to send peace on earth. I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. For Iam come to set a man at varience against 
his father, and.the daughter against her mother, and the daugh- 
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man’s foes shall be 
they of his own household.” Again, “ Suppose ye that I am come 
to give peace onearth? I tell you Nay; but rather division. I am 
come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already 
kindled.”’ His life was a comment on these words. No mere man 
ever waged so severe, consistent, general and complete war against 
all errors and sins as did the Prince of peace—none ever brought 
so great opposition, calumny, and abuse upon himself, or destroyed 
so much false peace during three years as Christ did. His sharp 
and just rebukes, and terrible denunciation of the errors, sins, and 
vices of the world have never since been equaled in moral power, 
or ultimate success. He began a system of thorough moral reform, 
the spirit and principles of which were carried by himself and the 
apostles throughout the world, and effected a more general and 
thorough emancipation from the bondage of sin and satan than has 
ever since beenachieved. Though he and his apostles were accused 
of sedition, of heresy, of being pestilent fellows, of stirring up the 
people to strife and division, and were every where spoken against, 
as being the filth of the world, and the off-scouring of all things, 
they were in fact, the true friends of God, and of man—the true 
philanthropists and peace makers, and were not accountable for any 
wrath, strife or division they occasioned by sharply and faithfully 
rebuking hardened errorists and sinners, and by warning them to 
flee from the wrath tocome. As one justly observes—“ It has been 
the fate ofall bold adventurers and reformers to be esteemed insane.” 
Those rulers, editors, chief priests, and others, therefore, who are 
now condemning, threatening, and denouncing the true friends of 
thorough moral reform, for the present unhappy consequences 
occasioned by their sharp and faithful rebuke and reproof of harden- 
ed errorists and transgressors, are “fools and blind.’”” They stand 
condemned by scripture precept and example, by every true reformer, 
by reason, by conscience, and by facts. And if they do not repent and 
turn from this great sin against God, against Christ, against the work 
of the Holy Spirit, and against the true and faithful friends of God 
and man, they will unfallibly bring the deep damnation of hell upon 
their own souls, and they will be very likely to bring the speedy and 
terrible judgments of God upon their country, their families, and 
themselves. 
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Friends of thorough Moral Reform, go forward, and fear not to 
use that sharpness and severity which the Bible enjoins, but take 
heed that you avoid a selfish, proud, and malevolent spirit. Speak 
the truth in love—but have no complacency insin. With the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ, denounce the divine threatenings, 
warnings, and severe reproofs against the hardened and deceitful 
errorists, and transgressors of this “sinful and adulterous genera- 
tion.”? Imitate Christ, the prophets, and the apostles. Imitate the 
noble and successful reformer of the Jews who led them back from 
the captivity of Babylon and rebuilt the temple. When the wealthy 
and powerful practiced extortion and oppression which led the 
oppressed to say, ‘‘So we bring into bondage our sons, and our 
daughters, to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought 
into bondage already, neither is it in our power to redeem them; 
for other men have our lands and vineyards’ —then said Nehemiah, 
** And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. 
Then I consulted with myself, and rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. 
And I set a great assembly against them. And I said unto them, 
We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which 
were sold unto the heathen ; and will ye even sell your brethren? 
Or shall they be sold unto us?’ Then held they their peace, and 
found nothing to answer.” On another occasion he said, “ Then 
I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What 
evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day? Did not 
your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil? Yet ye 
bring more wrath upon Israel, by profaning the Sabbath day ” 

Though kings, presidents, govenors, senators, high priests, and 
the nobles of the earth combine, and threaten, and command you 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus, tell them as Peter 
did, ‘“‘ Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard.” “Fear not them that kill the 
body, but fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
‘“‘ Take forth the precious from the vile,’ and “‘ set a great assembly 
against them” who sin againstGod and man. Faithfully and boldly 
use the powerful moral weapon of sharp rebuke, which wrought 
such a glorious reform in the first and sixteenth centuries, and 
which has already begun to move the world against intemperance, 
slavery, freemasonry, lewdness, and other errors and vices. ‘Though 
a soft answer may turn away present wrath, yet we may rest assured 
that sharp rebuke is necessary to correct long established and invet- 
erate prejudices, errors, and sins. It is especially necessary to 
correct the errors and sins of popery, of slavery, of aristocracy, of 
adultery, of intemperance, of sabbath-breaking, of dueling, war and 
fighting, of gambling, and of covetousness which is idolatry. 

Let all the true friends of radical and thorough moral reform awake 
to the proper, faithful and effectual use of this means of reformation, 
and a triumph incomparably glorious and complete will ensue. 

c. 8. 
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Rise or Porpery.—When I speak of the design of Popery, I must 
be understood as looking beyond human agents; for I am taught 
by the word of God, that this system originated with the enemy of 
all righteousness: and I have no doubt his design by it was to op- 
pose the benign influence of the gospel; and by presenting to the 
proud a counterfeit, instead of real Christianity, to prevent the sal- 
vation, and actually to destroy and ruin the souls of men. The 
apostle gives a lively description of the system, 2 Thess. ii. 3—12, 
and tells us that its ‘ coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness in them that perish.” As for Papists themselves, 
I cannot alow mysclf to doubt that they believe their religion to be 
the only true one, and the only safe one, and I believe they are not 
aware of the design of its author. We are told by the apostle, in 
the passage above referred to, that when men did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved, God sent them strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie. What was foretold of this 
system has been awfully verified. It was from not liking the simple 
truth of the gospel, that many who professed to receive it, began to 
corrupt it by human inventions. ‘They were, in righteous judgment, 
abandoned to believe their own errors. ‘Thence arose that mon- 
strous fabric of superstition, and spiritual domination, which has 
oppressed Europe for many hundred years. Mc Gavin, 


ConTRAST BETWEEN CurisTIANIty AND Porery.—The design 
and tendency of Christianity is not to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them; the design and tendency of Popery is not to save men’s 
lives, but to destroy them. Mc Gavin, 


SPIRIT OF POPERY. 


The present is sometimes called ‘‘an age of excitement ;” and it may, 
perhaps, be considered, in some tespects, an age of inquiry. Many are begin- 
ning to turn their atttention to consider and discuss great moral subjects, 
which, in past times, have excited but very little interest. On some sub- 
jects, however, a great mass of the people seem still to be asleep, or at least 
insensible to danger. Itis true, that those subjects, in respect to which a 
majority appear to be indifferent, may have engaged the attention of a few ; 
and it may be considered a favorable circumstance, that even those few are 
beginning to view them in their proper light. But, unless a sufficient 
number can be aroused to a sense of impending danger, successfully to unite 
their counsels and energies for the suppression of growing evils ; danger will 
still continue to increase, and the whole community may be involved in general 
ruin. 

One of the most threatening and appalling evils, which, at present, are 
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brooding over our own country, is, the unparalleled progress of the Roman 
Hierarchy. That the Pope is rapidly extending his dominions on the conti- 
nent of America, and fast gaining an ascendancy even in the United States, — 
will not be denied by any one, who has any just knowledge of the movements 
of Antichrist at the present day. It has been affirmed, and I believe without 
contradiction, that the Pope has, for years, been expegding a vastly greater 
amount of money to further his kingdom and designs in the United States, 
than has been expended by all Protestant seets united, in this country, 
toward the propagation abroad, of what they consider the true gospel. 

Now, to those who are in any considerable degree acquainted with the 
genius of popery, it requires not the penetration of a prophet to foresee, that 
the Roman Pontiff is determined on the establishment in this country, of a 
temporal as well as spiritual dominion. He has ever insisted upon wearing 
“the tripple crown,’”’ and when it has been wrested from him by force, he 
has aimed at regaining it by stratagem. To aid him in effecting this object, 
our Republican institutions and free toleration of all religions are, in their 
very nature, singularly adapted. However excellent in themselves, if 
they do not carry with them their own antidote to corruption, they are ever 
liable to be seized and used to the worst of purposes. Of this, the several 
departments of our own government may not be sufficiently aware, or may 
not duly consider, in their eargerness to naturalise foreigners, and even | 
to elevate to offices of power and trust, those who have sworn and still hold 
allegiance to the pope of Rome. It ought to be well understood, that the 
Papist never considers his civil oath of any account, when it militates 
against the interests of the Roman See ; and that it is one inherent princi- 
ple of his religion, that no faith is tobe kept with heretics. 

If it be said, that this is not now a feature of Popery, though it might have 
been in the “dark ages ;"’ I reply, that every Papist considers his church 
infallible, and of course unchangeable. What was Romanism four hundred 
years ago, therefore, is Romanism now ; and if it was a virtue to violate a 
solemn oath, and to break faith with heretics then, in order to extend or 
sustain the supremacy of the Pope; it may be a virtue todo the same, at any 
subsequent period, in order to effect the same objeet. It must be perfectly 
consistent with the spirit of Popery, therefore, ta swear fealty to our gov- 
ernment and to support our constitution and laws, for the very purpose of 
secretly subyerting all our civil and religious institutions, and bringing the 
whole country, bothspiritually and politically, under the dominion of the Pon- 
tiff. Ifa Papist will take an oath in order to answer some sinister and secular 
design; he will not hesitate tobreak an oath, whenever byso doing, he can gain 
the same orasimilaradvantage. Hence it is, that Papists can appear like lambe, 
in a Protestant country, but instantly change into lions, whenever they gain 
the ascendency in numbers and its power. Let the government of these 
States once fall into ‘the hands of Roman devotees; and indulgent and 
credulous Protestants would instantly be undeceived. They would hear the 
shrieks and groans from the cells of the inquisition ; the fires of the Auto de 
Fe would be lighted before their eyes; and the same ‘ great whore of Baby- 
jon,’ as in ages past, would be ‘ drunken with martyrs’ blood.’ 

5 
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I know that Papists have been thrown into the dilemma of either denying 
that their religion is unchangeable and their church infallible, or else that it,was 
never a doctrine of their church, that faith is not to be kept with heretics, or 
that civil oaths might be violated, in order to advance the interest of 

he Roman See. They have generally fallen upon the latter horn, and of 
-ourse denied established doctrines of their own church. This is, indeed, 
consistent with their creed ; for the “‘ indulgence’’ which allows the Papist to 
violate his oath, would of course allow him to tell a lie, by denying any part 
of his own creed, whenever circumstances, in his view, might render it 
expedient. It seems important, however, to learn the doctrine of the Romish 
Church, on this subject; that Protestants, from what is past, may take 
warning in respect to what may be to come. 

Pope Clement VI. granted an “ Inputcencr”’ to John and Joan, king and 
queen of France, in the following words : 

“Clement, bishop, servant of the servants of God, to our most dear son 
and daughter in Christ, the illustrious John and Joan, king and queen of 
France, greeting, and our apostolic benediction. Your desires we willingly 
approve of, and especially those, wherein may God graciously give you that 
peace and repose of soul you piously seek after; hence it is, that we, ready 
to answer your humhle request, do, by our apostolic authority, grant by these 
presents, an indulgence for ever hereafter, to you and your successors, that 
for the time being shall be kings and queens of France; and to every of 
you and them: That such confessor, regular or secular, you and they shall 
choose, may commute, for such vows as you may have already made; or 
which by you or your successors may hereafter be made ; (vows touching the 
holy land, the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, and of chastity and conti- 
nence only excepted ;) and also such oaths by you taken, and by you and 
them to be taken, in all times coming, that you and they cannot profitably 
keep: By other works of piety, as to him shall seem expedient towards God, 
and for the peace of your own and their souls. Be it, therefore, utterly 
unlawful to any upon earth, to annul this our grant, or by any act of temerity 
to controvert the same. And be it known to any one, that presumptuously 
attempts so to do, that he forthwith incurs the wrath of Almighty God, and of 
his blessed apostles Peter and Paul. Given at Avignon, 12 Calend. Maii, 
ann. 1347.” 

By this Indulgence the king and queen of France and all their successors 
for ever after, were allowed to violate vows and oaths, whenever they pleased, 
(with a few exceptions) by substituting such charitable offiees as the confessor 
of their own choice might dictate, provided the oaths or vows were such as 
they could not “ peofitably keep.” 

Several of the kings of England have tried to bind Papists by oaths of 
allegiance ; but Papists themselves have ridiculed such vain attempts, and 
have compared them to cobwebs and ropes of straw. The celebrated oath of 
allegiance enforced by James I., and by which he flattered himself that he 
had secured safety to his kingdom against the machinations of Romish priests, 
was treated by them with the utmost scorn and contempt, while they laughed 
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at his folly for thinking that he could thus bind either their persons or thei 

consciences. One of them, Paschenius, who wrote against the king, and in 
condemnation of the oath which he had prescribed, has these memorable 
words :—‘‘ See, in so great craft, what great simplicity doth bewray itself. 
When he had placed all his security in that oath, he thought he had found 
such a manner of oath, knit with so many circumstances, that it could not, 
with safety of conscience, by any means, be dissolved by any man. But he 
could not see, that, if the pope did dissolve that oath, all the tyings of it, 
whether of performing fidelity to the king, or of admitting no dispensation, 
would be dissolved together. Yea, I will say another thing which is more 
admirable. You know, I suppose, that an unjust oath, if it be evidently 
known, or openly declared to be such, bindeth no man, butisipso facto null. 
That the king’s oath is unjust, hath been sufficiently declared by the pastor of 
the church himself, (that is the pope.) You see, therefore, that the obliga- 
tion of it is vanished into smoke! so that the bond, which by so many wise 
men was thought to be of iron, is become less than straw.” 

Such was the doctrine of Papists, respecting oaths, in the time of king 
James I. ; and as the church of Rome is considered infallible, the same of 
course, must be their doctrine now. If the Pope were pleased to absolve any 
one from the bond of his oath, or to declare the oath itself unjust, he was at 
once considered as being loosed from his obligation. No oath of allegiance 
whatever, therefore, can be of any avail to bind a Papist, any longer than he 
and his ghostly father deem it for the interest of the church to be kept. 

The oath alluded to above, seemed to be as strong and explicit as language 
could make it, and closed in the following solemn and unequivocal form :— 
‘* And all these things I do plainly and sincerely acknowledge, and swear 
accordivg to these express words by me spoken, and according to the plain 
and common sense and understanding of the same words, without any equiv- 
ocation, mental evasion, or secret reseFvation whatsoever. And I do make 
this recognition and acknowledgment heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the 
true faith of a Christian. So help me God.” 

The part of the oath, which I have here quoted, is founded upon the well 
known doctrine of Roman casuists, that it is lawful to say one thing, and 
tkink of another, even when under oath, if such mental evasion were to 
subserve any important purpose This sort of casuistry has been openly 
avowed by standard authors in the Papal churgh, and is thus expressed by 
Sanchez, as quoted from Paschal’s Provincial Letters :—‘‘One may swear 
that he has not done a thing, although in fact he may have done it, by under- 
standing, in his own mind, tnat he did not do it on a certain day, or before he 
was born, or any similar circumstance, without the words which he uses 
having any sense that would let it be known. And this is very convenient 
in many situations, and is always very just, when it is necessary, or useful 
for health, honor or property.” 

It is not strange, that those who are accustomed to resort to such perfid- 
ious casuistry, cannot be bound by an oath of allegiance, or that king James 
could not make his sufficiently guarded, against the treachery of his Papal 





SPIRIT OF POPERY. [Jan. 





subjects ; or that Paschenius, Bellarmine and others were disposed to laugh 
it to scorn, as nothing better than a rope of straw. 

Pope Gregory VII. decreed that none should keep faith with excommuni- 
cated persons, until they made satisfaction. Martin V., in a letter to Alex- 
ander, duke of Lithuania, says, “ Be assured thou sinnest mortally if thou 
keep thy faith with heretics.’ It thus seems, that the pope not only made 
it lawful to break faith with heretics, but an imperative duty not to keep fiith 
with them. Pope Gregory IX. enacted the following law :—“ Be it known 
to all who are under the jurisdiction of those who have openly fallen into 
heresy, that they are free from the obligation of fidelity, dominion, and every 
kind of obedience to them, and how securely soever they may be bound.” 
Upon this decree a Romish bishop, Simanca, makes the following comment : 
—“* Govenors of forts, and all kinds of vassals, are, by this constitution, freed 
from the bond of the oath whereby they had promised fidelity to their lords 
and masters. Moreover, a Catholic wife isnot obliged to perform the mar- 
riage contract with a heretical husband. If faith is not to be kept with tyrants, 
pirates, and other public robers who kill the body, much less with obstinate 
heretics who kill the soul. Aye, but it is a sad thing to break faith! But, 
as saith Merius Salomonius, faith promised against Christ, if kept, is verily 
perfidy. Justly, therefore, were some heretics burnt by the solemn judg- 
ment of the council of Constance, although they had been promised security. 
And St. Thomas also is of opinion, that a Catholic might deliver over an 
intractable heretic to the judges, notwithstanding he had pledged his faith 
to him, and even confirmed it by the solemnity of an oath.” Bonacina, 
another Papal commentator, says, ‘‘ Contracts made against the canon law 
are invalid, though confirmed by oath: and a man is not bound to stand to 
his promise, though he had sworn to it.’’ Pope Innocent, in his bull against 
the Waldenses, issued in 1187, by hjs apostolical authority declares, that 
** all those who had been bound and obliged by contract, or any way whatev> 
er, to grant or pay any thing to them, should not be under any manner of 
obligation to do so, for the time to come.’ Pope Pius V. by his legate, Come 
mendone, tried to persuade the emperor, that ‘‘ no faith nor oaths were to be 
kept with an infidel :’’ and he induced Maximilian to revoke the permission 
he had granted for the Lutherans to preach in Austria. Charles V. gave his 
promise and safe conduct to Luther, in order to prevail upon him to attend 
the Diet at Worms ; but the@omish priest afterwards urged him to violate 
jt, and to arrest Luther, on the ground, that “ he was a man of that character 
to whom he was not obliged to keep his word.” Charles refused their 
request, and replied, “‘ When good faith may be banished from all the earth, 
jt ought to be found with an emperor.” 

J might continue to cite authorities to the same effect, and fill this num- 
ber of the Telegraph with the same doctrine, as expressed by popes, bishops 
and priests; but I shall only add the decision of the council of Constance, 
which, it may be remarked, was also approved by that of Trent, the last 
general synod, I believe, that has been holden in the Roman See. These 
general councils have ever been considered of the highest possible authority, 
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as inculcating the doctrines of the Church, and their ordinances have been 
received as standing rules, in matters of faith and practice, by all genuine, 
intelligent Papists in every country. The ordinance to which I now allude, 
is expressed in the following words: ‘‘ The holy synod of Constance declares 
concerning every safe conduct granted by the emperor, kings and other tem- 
poral princes to heretics, or persons accused of heresy, in hopes of reclaim- 
ing them, that it ought not to be of any prejudice to the Catholic faith, or 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, nor to hinder but that such persons may and ought 
to be examined, judged, and punished, according as justice shall require, if 
those heretics shall refuse to revoke their errors, although they shall have 
come to the place of judgment relying on their safe conduct, and without 
which they would not have come thither: and the person who shall have 
promised them security, shall not, in this case, be obliged to keep his promise, 
by whatever tie he may have been engaged, when he has done all that is in his 
power to do.” 

It was on the ground of this doctrine of the church, that John Huss was 
adjudged and committed to the flames, ‘‘ in the face of all Europe ;”” and the 
Emperor Sigismund was induced to violate his faith, though he had solemnly 
pledged his veracity, and granted to the Bohemian, “letters of safe conduct to 
the seat of the council, and back to the place of his residence.” 

Now, since this is the established doctrine of the Romish church, upon 
which Papists will always act, whenever they have the power and opportu- 
nity ; no country on earth can be safe over which the Pope has any means 
of extending his authority and influence. Every popish priest has sworn 
allegiance to the See of Rome; and this oath he will of course consider 
paramount to all others. The following is the form of his declaration, which 
he is required to make upon oath ; and which is now unquestionably exerting 
its influence throughout the United States, and every other country, where 
Popery has gained a footing.—‘‘ I do acknowledge the holy catholic and 
apostolic Roman church, to be the mother and mistress of all churches ; and I 
do promise and swear true obedience to the bishop of Rome, the successor of 
St. Peter, the prince of the apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ. I do undoubt- 
edly receive and profess all other things which have been delivered, defined, 
and declared by the sacred canons and ecumenical councils, and especially 
by the holy synod of Trent; and all things contrary thereunto, and all 
heresies condemned, rejected, and anathematized by the church; I do like- 
wise condemn, reject, and anathematize.”’ 

There can be no doubt that many Papists are ashamed to avow these 
doctrines, in certain places and under certain circumstances; indeed the true 
policy of their Church may now induce them to deny and keep them con- 
cealed. But still, they will have none the less influence, than if they were 
openly declared ; and if the deadly wound of the beast is yet to be healed | 
there can be no less reason to doubt, that Protestants in the United States 
will find Popery to be the same that John Huss found it to be when he was 
condemned by the council of Constance, and the Emperor Sigismund violoted 
his faith, and suffered him to be “ conducted” to the stake, instead of ‘“‘ back 
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to the place of his residence,’’ as had been so solemnly and formally promised. 

In closing this article, I cannot forbear reciting the following little nara- 
tive, as a case in point, and in which the doctrine of not keeping faith with 
heretics was literally exemplified in relation to the marriage covenant. The 
circumstances happened in Glasgow, but a a few years ago, and are related 
hy Mr, Mc Gavin, in the first volume of his “ Protestant.” I will give his 
own words.—* A Papist who lived in one of the wynds, had a wife who is a 
Protestant. He used every effort to persuade her to change her religion; but 
she remaining inflexible in her heresy, he did not think it necessary to keep 
faith with her ; and for the violation of the marriage contract, he had no less 
authority than that of Pope Gregory the Ninth, which is given in a preceed- 
ing page of this number. He left her with a view to go to Ireland, for no 
other reason, as he himself declared, than because she refused to renounce 
her heresy. He was immediately taken ill, and died in a few days. His 
wife, notwithstanding his cruel and unjust behavior, brought his body home, 
and had it decently interred. On his person was found the following letter, 
the original of which is before me. ‘Glasgow, December 5th, 1818. Dear 
Margaret, this comes to let you know that I am left this place, and gone to 
Ireland. You have yourself to blame in this, for if ever I was determined to 
go to the devil for any woman living, I would do it for your sake. Dear 
Margaret, I am very sorry you stand so much in your own light, as not till 
agree to my principles, for you said you would not never turn from your ways 
of thinking, so by that means yeu and I shall never agree. So therefore, I 
bid you adieu dear Margaret, forever more accross the main you need never 
look for me in Scotland again. As I said before, I will never send my soul 
to the devil for you or any other woman. I sincerely give my blessing to 
your son James. No more at present, but farewell for ever.’ The letter 
appears to have been unfinished. Perhaps he intended to add something to 
it, and send it from Ireland; but he was arrested by death while following out 
his wicked design of abandoning his wife and child. I hope this will be a 
warning to Protestant women to beware how they connect themselves with 
Papists.”’ 


For the New-England Telegraph. 


I am constrained, Mr. Editor, to ask your kind indulgence, once 
more, for a single moment only, while I subjoin one or two remarks. 
I regret that I have ever trespassed on your notice, in the fear that 
my suggestions have been unwelcome ; and am grieved that the 
issue should not have been more profitable. 

If I have asked counsel in sincerity, it has been that I might be 
instructed, and profited by advice. Now, although I am assured 
that I can as easily love God as to let it alone, and although my 
understanding is sufficiently enlightened to realise, that to do thf is 
extremely important, and immensley beneficial, still, # find myself no 
more able to do it, than before [ received such advice, I have 
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reflected deeply on this subject, and am constrained to say, with the 
most respectful consideration, it isa doctrine which | cannot believe. 
The position, ‘that one thing is as easy to be done as another, 
when no new, or additional powergr faculty is required to do it,” I 
cannot consider true; that is, 1 cannot realize it to be true. Theor 
etically it may be true. But practically, it is false. It requires 
precisely the same powers or faculties to exercise the passions either 
of fear love or hatred. But then it is not true, that ina given case, 
one can as easily be exercised as the other. It is perfectly easy to 
fear or hate a poisonous loathsome reptile. But then it is impossi- 
ble to love it. So in relation to sin and holiness. 1 have all the 
faculties necessary to enable me to love the one and hate the other. 
But then I am destitute of an ability to.exercise these faculties, so 
as of myself, unaided, to love holiness and hate sin. Still I have 
acknowledged it is my duty to love holiness and hate sin, and am 
charged with great incon-istency, with derogating from the divine 
character, in stating and admitting, a right to require me to do that, 
which I cannot perform. But for this charge, I would not ask leave 
to add a word of explanation. 

I realise that 1 need help—that I want assistance. I have asked 
** how shall I obtain it?” I have spoken the language of the natural 
heart; the language of common sense ; the language of experience. 
But I am told I can do without aid, because impossibilities cannot 
be duties. Is itso? Let us examine it for a moment. 

Now it cannot be denied, that it is the duty of a father to take 
care of, and provide for his children. If he does not do this, he 
denies the taith, and is worse than an infidel. But if impossibilities 
cease to be duties, we can easily see how a bad father can free 
himself from this obligation. He has only in a fit of rage, or in the 
delirium of intemperence, to thrust his hands into the fire so as to 
destroy them, and then he 1s free from the duty of sustaining his 
children, because it is impossible for him to do it. So it is with 
the sinner. It is his duty to love God with all his heart, with all 
his soul, with all his mind and with all his strength. He cannot do 
it. Being now an enemy to God, and hating him, it is his duty to 
make to himself a new heart, and hereafter tolove him. He cannot 
do it. His inability to do it, however, does not alter the case; does 
not lessen the claim of God upon him so to do; does not free him 
from the obligation, any more than the inability of the parent to 
provide food for his children, when he has destroyed his hands, frees 
him from this duty. 

The sinner has Jost this ability by the fall. He was voluntary in 
eating the forbiden fruit ; he was voluntary in the transgression that 
has so corrupted his whole nature as “totally to deprave it,’? and 
disable it from loving God, except assisted thereto by the sanctify- 
ing influences of the holy spirit. This loss of inclination, this loss 
of moral ability, I grant, is total and entire. It is still his crime, 
because it was voluntary. And although total and entire, it has not 
altered his obligation to love God; nor made it less his duty to love 
God ; nor has 4 diminished the claim of God upon him to give him 





40 REPLY TO “a, B.” [Jan. 





his whole heart, nor has it rendered it unnecessary, unsuitable or 
improper to call upon him to do this duty. Now arises the question 
of A. B. ** How shall it be done?” “ How shali I obtain help ?”— 
It is the duty of the sinner to make him anew heart, because he 
has voluntarily lost the heart of his primeval innocence. He cannot 
do it. What then can he do? How then is he to obtain that aid 
which is necessary to enable him to accomplish it? This has been 
the object of my pursuit, and the design of my enquiry. And now, 
at the close of this discussion I regret to find myself left, precisely at 
the point from whence I started; without direction or advice ; with 
only the comfortless assurance, that I can do it with perfect ease, 
unaided ; and alone. . 


REPLY TO“<A.B.” 


Tux present communication of “ A. B.” at length discloses what I have 
long suspected to be the fact, riz. That he attaches to sinners an inability 
derived from the fall of Adam. How he can assume the ground which he 
takes, without doing violence to common sense, reason and scripture, is a 
mystery which he has left wholly unexplained. How he will make it ap- 
pear, that it is the duty of sinners to do what they cannot do; or how he can 
prove that it is proper for God to command sinners to do what they cannot 
do, is entirely beyond the power of mind to conceive. I know that it isan 
old ‘triangular’? maxim, that ‘‘ God has not lost his right to command, 
though sinners have lost their power to obey;’’ but the truth of this maxim 
I deny and call upon “ A. B.”’ to exhibit the proof. I am not prepared to 
take ground, which is not only in opposition to reason, scripture and com- 
mon sense, but which, in its very assumption, makes God arbitrary, tyran- 
ical and unjust. But, this must be the case with “A. B.,’’ unless by “ pow- 
er,’ he means disposition, which would end the controversy. 

But “ A. B.” plainly asserts, that it is the duty of sinners to do what tiey 
cannot do. This I again deny, and call for the proof. So long as “A.B.” 
takes this ground, it is totally unreasonable for him to complain that he is 
not enlightened by what I have stated in reply. He called upon me to tell 
him dow a sinner can do what, he affirms, he is unable to do! This surely 
does not belong to me, but to him. If‘ A. B.”’ takes ground which I deny ; 
it certainly belongs to him and not to me to show his consistency. I there- 
fore call upon “ A. B.”’ to show how the sinner can do what he cannot do; 
or how it can be consistent for God to command him to do what he cannot do; 
or how it can be the duty of a sinner to do what he cannot do. All this be- 
longs to “ A. B.;” and still he constantly complains of me for not showing 
how a thing can be done, which he affirms cannot be done! It is certainly 
preposterous for any correspondent to assume ground which I deny, and then 
demand of me to show his absurdities to be consistencies. 

‘* A. B.” says, “‘In relatiou to sin and holiness, I have all the faculties 
necessary to enable me to love the one and hate the other But I am des- 
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titute of an ability to exercise these faculties, so as of myself, unaided, to 
love holines and hate sin.” 

Here scems to be a confusion of terms, which, to me is wholly inexplica- 
ble. In the common acceptation, and according to the best lexicographers, 
ability and faculties signify the same thing. “ A. B.’s’’ affirmation, then, is 
the same as if he had said, ‘In relation to sin and holiness, I have all the 
ability necessary to enable me to love the one and hate the other. But then 
I am destitute ofan ability to exercise this ability, so as of myself, unaided, 
to love holiness and hate sin!’ Ifthis is the meaning of “A. B.,” Iam 
still at a loss to know what he means by an ‘ability to exercise his ability.’ 
If it is not his meaning, I pray him to tell me what he means by ‘an ability 
to exercise his faculties?’ If by the expression, ‘so as of myself, unaided,” 
“A. B.”’ means, to act independantly ; it is what no one his evet intimated, 
at least what J never pretended. Ability and independence are entirely differ- 
ent things; and “ A. B.”’ has doubtless sufficient discrimination to discern 
the difference. I also request my correspondent to inform me, how a thing 
ean be ‘ theoretically true, and practically false?’ 

“ A. B.” takes the ground, that a man who had véluntarily burned off his 
hands would be under obligation to provide for his family, the same as before. 
This I deny, and call for the proof. In other words I call upon “ A. B.’’ to 
show how it can be the duty of a man to labor with his hands, when he has no 
hands to labor with, or how aman can be justly punished for not laboring with 
hands of which he is entirely destitute ? I admit, that the man who burns off 
his hands, is worthy of punishment for so doing ; but to punish him for not 
laboring with hands when he had no hands to labor with, would be the part 
ofatyrant. Ifa man, in a fit of rage, were to throw himself into a well, 
from which it was out of his power to extricate himself; he might be justly 
punished for so doing ; but none buta tyrant would ever punish him for not 
climbing out of the well, which was beyond his power. 

* A. B.” affirms, that the sinner has ‘ lost his ability by the fall; and was 
voluntary in eating the forbidden fruit.’ This I call upon him to prove. I 
ask him to prove that any of the human family, exeept Adam and Eve, ever did 
eat of the forbidden fruit? I ask him also to show, how a sinner could be 
voluntary in doing a thing which he never did do; or how he could do a 
thing, which was done thousands of years before he was born? 

Until “ A. B.” proves his own position, which I deny; he cannot reasona- 
bly call upon me to explain for him. Those questions, also, which he con- 
tinues to reiterate in the close of his present communication, belong to him to 
answer and not to me; and until he does answer them on his own ground, 
or come on to that of the gospel, he may well expect to find himself, at the 
close of the discussion, precisely at the point from whence he started. 





OBITUARY. 


Diep, in Wrentham, Mass. Jan. 8th 1836, Widow Hannah 
Smith, aged 88 y€ars. Her decendants are 132. 12 childrea—5l 
6 
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grand-children—64 great grand-children, and 5 of the fifth gener- 
ation. Her husband and 8 of her children she followed to the grave, 
who, dying in their native town, alb sleep side by side in the same 
yard. These repeated bereavements she bore with silent submis- 
sion; for, notwithstanding she made no profession of religion, we 
have reason to hope she was a christian indeed. For many years, 
she labored under an infirmity that prevented her attendance on 
public worship. This she often lamented ; but the Bible, good books 
and pious society were her delight. Possessing naturally a modest 
and ufiassuming disposition, she seldom spoke of herself ; consequetly 
her religious exercises were chiefly confined to her own bosom ; 
but the fruits of a ‘‘ meek and quiet spirit,” were exhibited in her 
daily example. In latter years, however, she opened her mind more 
freely—said she feared she had grieved away the Holy Spirit, by 
concealing in so great a measure the light she had received, man- 
ifested unusual delight in prayer—spoke of feeling a spirit of love 
and forgiveness toward all mankind, and a great desire to be kept 
from sinning. Often would she say in the morning “I slept but 
little last night, but was Aappy here ;” pointing to her breast. Her 
last sickness was long and distressing; more so perhaps to her 
friends, than to herself—her mental faculties being so far impaired 
as to render her almost insensible to any thing that pertained to 
herself, or those about her. Thus she lingered, until the 8th of 
January 1836, when she expired without a struggle or a groan. 
May all who live to lament her be thankful to God that they “ mourn 
not as those without hope.’’ And especially may the orphan grand- 
daughter, who watched over her declining years with unceasing care 
and tenderness, who ministered to all her wants during her last 
illness, receive the reward of the faithful, in that world where we 
trust the departed spirit of her aged relative is made perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoyment of God her Savior. ComMUNICATED, 


LINES OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF MRS. HANNA® SMITH. 


Come Death with icy hand— 
Unbind the “ silver cord ;”” 
Fulfil this kind command, 
And I am with my Lord: 
Haste, haste with all thy pale array 
And speed me through the narrow way. 


Lo, yonder pearly gates 
Are open’d wide for me, 
And there in splendor waits, 
A shining company ; 
Harps, golden harps to them are giver; 
Tun’d to the harmony of Heaven. 
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They march in triumph down 
Toward Jordan’s banks they move— 
And one a glit’ring crown, 
Holds out to me, in love, 
“Stay, stay,”’ a mourning circle cries— 
As I reach forth to take the prise. 


Shall kindred choice prevail? 
Here would ye have me dwell— 
Must I repeat the tale 
These hoary looks can tell ? 
Gain numbers o’er my four score years, 
In this dark world, this vale of tears? 


Hush—hash, Ibid farewell ; 
We surely know ’tis best, 
In Paradise to dwell 
Partaking heavenly rest. 
The Victory won the battle o'er, 
And sin and sororw known no more. 


Rise, Angel convoy rise : 
I go, on borrow’d wing, 
To learn, in yonder skies, 
The song ye cannot sing ; 
in robes of righteousness array’d, 
And bright tiara on my head. 


My body for the tomb 
Let friends below prepare ; 
To keep till Jesus come, 
A long, long Sabbath there. 
Then he who has the power to save— 
Shall bid me triumph o’er the grave. ALLEDA. 





INTELLIGENCE. 


Revivats.—Some indications of a religious awakening now exist in 
Wrentham, Mass. Several persons have recently entertained hopes, and 
maembers of the church seem to be in a measure aroused to a sense of their 
gbligation, as well as past negligence in duty. A serious attention has like 
wise, for some time, been quite general in Franklin, an adjoining town, 
which promises a result gratifying to the friends of Zion. In Holliston, too, 
not far distant, it is understood there is more than usual seriousness, 
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Revivart iy Cixcinnati.—Among many members of the Presbyterian 
church in this city there appears to be an unusual desire for the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. We dare not say that we have a revival of reli- 
gion. The number who are anxiously praying and laboring for such a 
blessing, is probably small; but we trust it is increasing. Seme who have 
lived hitherto ‘ without God, and without hope,’ are beginning to estimate 
their guilt and imminent danger. Some have lately felt the sweetness of 
trusting in Christ. Cin. Jour. 


TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES IN TAHITI. 


Tur following account of the excellent effects of Temperance societies in 
Tahiti, is from a recent letter of John Williams, V. D. M., one of the mission- 
aries of the London Missionary Society. It will be recollected that the rum 
introduced into the Society Islands, by British and American traders, threat- 
ened, ut one time, to destroy all the good that had been effected by the 
missionaries. Happily, however, Temperance societies, with the blessing of 
God, have come in season to revive the hopes of Christians in relation to that 
interesting field of missionary labor. 

Just about this time, some of the brethren received impressive letters from 
Mr. James of Birmingham, W. A. Hankey, Esq. and other friends, 
en the subject: the publication of the British and Foreign Temperance 
Society, forwarded by the Directors, were also received; and all gave an 
additional stimulus to our exertions at this crisis. We also determined, in 
dependence on the Holy Spirit, to be more earnest in our supplicaticns to the 
God of all grace, that he would grant to us a greater supply of his Holy 
Spirit in ovr souls, as well as afford His gracious influences on our labors 
among our people. 

The brethren returned to their respective stations to endeavor to carry into 
effect the plans which had been argued upon. 

The good Chief of Papara, Tahiti, with his people, entered into the propo- 
sition of their esteemed missionary, Mr. Davies, and in a very short time 
they had three hundred and sixty members in their Papara Temperance 
Society. The vacant seats in chapel began again te fill—the schools were 
well attended—and attention to religion revived : the happy state of things 
prior to the introduction of ardent spirits re-appeared. This gave the people 
so much delight, that they called a meeting of the inhabitants of their popu- 
Jous district, and came to an agreement among themselves, that they would 
not trade with any vessel or boat which should bring ardent spirits to their 
shores. Officers were appointed to examine every boat which came to their 
part of the island ; and if any boat had spirits for sale, it was ordered away. 

Mr. Orsmond fallowed, and was equally successful in his endeavors to stem 
the torrent of iniquity which threatened, at one time, to carry away in its fury 
all the good which had been effected by the labors of the missionaries. 

The chiefs and people of other districts, seeing the favorable results of 
abandoning the use of that destroyer of human happiness, began to follow 
the good example ; and, before I left the islands, the effort had been so great, 
that, instead of an importation of rum to the almost incredible amount of 
12,000 dollars, which had been the case at Tahiti during the previous year, 
not one third of that quantity had been thus expended, during an equal peri- 
94, since the formation of our Temperance societies. NM. Y. Observer. 


Letters To Missionaries 1x Creyton.—One of our missionaries writes 
to us, that all letters to them should be addressed, “‘ Jaffna, Ceylon.”” Many 
are directed simply to Ceylon, and thus sometimes fail to reach their desti- 
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tion. Postage is charged by weight, and therefore it is advisable to use thin 
paper. A letter weighing half adollar iscalledsingle. News-papers should 
always be sent—to all foreign places, with both ends open. 





A sTrartTLinG Fact.—The New York city Tract Society, with twelve hired 
agents and 1000 volunteer assistants, distributing tracts gratuitously, circu- 
lates yearly about 350,000 copies; three penny daily papers sell forty times 
as many, while the entire moral influence of no one of them can be regarded 
as such, as to gratify an enlightened Christian patriot. WV. Y. Evangelist. 





Mr. Cuaeever’s Imprisonment.—Mr, Cheever’s imprisonment astonishes 
every body. We know Mr. C. as one of the most amiable of men—a man 
as unlikely to publish a malicious libel as any human being that we ever 
saw. Nor is there any man on whose word we would rely more implicitly ; 
so that when he declares that the article declared libellous was not intended 
to apply to Deacon Stone, we believe him fully. However strong, therefore, 
the circumstantial evidence may have been against him, we cannot think 
that, in a community where he is known, he would have been convicted, 
much less sentenced to so severe a punishment, but for influences from which 
above all things, a court of justice ought to be free. Those who are acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Cheever’s history for a few years, can be at no loss to guess 
what those influences were. Vt. Chr. 





Mai Rosseries.—Some weeks ago, it was discovered that a depredation 
had been committed on the great mail between Maysville, Ky., and Zanes- 
ville, Ohio. A prompt investigation was made, and we learn with pleasure 
has resulted successfully. A driver of the name of Raynolds and his confed- 
erate Wickerham, a storekeeper it is said at Sinking Spring, Ohio, have been 
arrested. Raynolds has confessed, and delivered up money and drafts.— 
They were immediately taken to Columbus, where the court of the United 
States being in session, they have been indicted. At the same court, Smith 
a mail robber, heretofore indicted, was convicted. Washington Globe. 


Coneress.—lIt seems that a majority in our national Legislature are deter- 
mined to trample upon the sacred right of Petition. Philanthropists, who 
have access to the journals of Congress, must be astonished at the ground 
taken by those who assume to be advocates ofa free government. From the 
present position of that body however, it is no longer doubtful, that freemen 
shall no longer be suffered to plead for the emancipation of slaves! The 
freedom of speech, in order must follow the right of petition; and it is to be 
feared, that even the “‘ Sage of Quincy,” will be obliged to witness a consign- 
ment to ‘the tomb of allthe Capuletts,” all the privileges and institutions 
upon which our government is based. The following comment of the N. Y 
Commercial Advertiser, as copied into the Evangelist, is directly in point. 

ProGrEss oF pEsPpotism.—It will be seen by a reference to the proceed- 
ings of Congress, that the House of Representatives has in effect DENIED 


THE SACRED RIGHT OF PETITION! For what else can we make of 
a refusal of the house to receive a petition from any portion, class, or descrip- 
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tion of American citizens—so that it be drawn up in respectful language ? 
When these U. S. were colonies of the British crown, “ the right of petition- 
ing the king, or either branch of the legislature, for the redress of grievances,” 
was sacred. [Duer’s Outlines of Constitutional Law, p. 31.] It was among 
the rights to which the colonists were entitled in lieu of those national rights 
surrendered for the general benefit. When the federal constitution was 
formed, the right of petition was solemnly guarantied in these words: “ The 
people shall hive the right peaceably to assemble and petition for a redress of 
grievances.’ (Amendment, art. 1.) But although thus emphatically recog- 
nised, it seems, as has well been remarked by Mansfield on the constitution, 
“to have been altogether a work of supererogation ; for the right of the peo- 
ple to assemble, either to petition, or for any other purpose, arises necessarily 
from the form of government.” It is one of the most essential privileges de- 
rived from those natural rights which are common to all mankind which, in 
virtue of the fundamental laws of England, haye ever been held to be the pecu- 
liar birth-right and inheritance of every British subject—and which are the 
inalienable inheritance of the American people. 


Rancoox.—The intelligence received by the late arrival, gives a much 
more encouraging aspect to the station at Rangoon. Mr. and Mrs. Webb 
had returned, and opposition to the missionaries and their work had mostly 
subsided. It does not appear that the Woongee, the principal officer of gov- 
ernment, was opposed. He indeed professes to be friendly ; but the petty 
officers, and the people moved by avarice and their opposition to the truth, 
having raised a loud hue and cry against the Christian converts, he had not 
the moral courage to resist them.—Christian Watchman. 


FOREIGN. 


By the arrival of the Victoria from Liverpool, London papers have been 
received to December 18th. 

The tone of the Paris papers is pacific. The Moniteur, the government 
paper, speaking of the recent naval preparations, the Moniteur says: 

“The recall of the American Charge d’ Affaires, coming after the meas- 
ures proposed last year to the Congress, has rendered some precautions nec- 
essary. It was the duty of the French government, under such circumstaces, 
to be prepared, at all events, to protect French interests. Such is the aim 
of the armaments equipping in our ports,—an aim purely defensive. There 
exists at this moment no legitimate cause of war between France and United 
States, and in no case shall the aggression come in the first instance from 
France.” 

A letter from Paris dated Dec. 11, says:—‘‘ The announcement of the 
Moniteure, in rep!y to the Constitutionell, that the difference with the United 
States was merely what it was last year, has calmed the public of the Bourse, 
and occasioned a considerable rise in the Funds.” 

Eleven British whale-ships, with crews, amounting in all to 600 men, 
were left late in the season completely beset with ice in Baffin’s bay, and an 
expedition under Capt. Ross, was about to leave England for their relief. 

The Queen’s party in Spain, had gained some advantages over the 
Carlists. 

An armament was fitting out at Genoa, said to be destined to act against 
Portugal, with a view to place Don Miguel upon the throne, and also to aid 
the cause of Don Carlos in Spin. 
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Deraprut Massacre at Tampico.—The last New-Orleans papers bring 
us accounts of the fate of Meija’s expedition. The people sailed Nov. 6th, 
from New-Orleans, ostensibly for Texas, as setlers, but they were led by 
their commander to attack the Mexican town of Tampico, on the [5th Nov. 
They were defeated and captured, and on the 14th ult. 28 of them were shot 
by sentence of a Mexican court martial. Of the persons shot 12 appear to 
have been native Americans, the rest English, Irish, French and Germans. 
This interference of American citizens in support of the revolt in the Mexi- 
tan province of Texas, is beginning to assume a serious aspect. A letter 
has been addressed by the Mexican government to our own, on the subject. 


BUENOS AYRES. 


Great Fororry.—The latest Buenos Ayres papers state that great excite- 
ment prevailed in that city in conseqnence of stupendous and very mysteri- 
ous frauds discovered to have heen practiced for a series of years by Freder- 
ick Hornung, a German, who had been long a principal agent in the house 
of Sebastian Lezica, Brothers, and who had absconded. The whole amount 
of loss is supposed to be over a million of dollars. 


— 


Important News FRom Cuixa.—Mr. Stevens, Seaman’s Chaplain at 
Canton, in a letter to the Secretary of the American Seaman’s Friend Soci- 
ety, dated August 21, 1835, says: 

‘Of late there has been much solicitude among the brethren at Canton, 
on account of the search just instituted by government for such natives as 
have assisted foreigners in manufacturing Chinese Christian books. So far 
as can be seen, however, the present danger seems nearly past, though the 
native assistants are yet terrified ! 

In consequence of this shutting up the door of active labor here, as well 
as for other reasons, Mr. Medhurst has been desirous to get up an expedition 
to the eastern coast, and has at length succeeded in getting one unconnected 
with opium. He has chartered the brig Huron, Capt. Winsor, to go up a¥ 
far as Lat. 40 degrees if necessary, and to call at such places as he pleases: 
A good supply of books are ready, and he is to go in a few days.” 

Mr. Medhurst, above named, is Walter Medhurst, V. D. M., formerly of 
Calcutta, now of Canton, China, an English missionary at that place, a gen- 
tleman well qualified to conduct such an expedition in a judicious manner. 
Mr. Stevens accompanies him, having once before been on the coast with Mr: 
Gutzlaff. Before this they have probably returned to Canton, and we may 
expect at no distant day, to receive an account of the tour in detail. 

[V. Y. Christian Intelligencer. 


POETRY. 


METHUSELAH. 


BY MRS. SIGOURNEY. 


* And all the days of Mathuselah were nine hundred and sixty and nin 
years: and he died.””—GeEn. v. 27. 


And was this all? He died! He who did wait 
The slow unfolding of centurial years, 
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And shake that burden from his heart, which turns 
Our temples white, and in his freshness stand : 
Till cedars mouldered and firm rocks turned grey ; 

Left he no trace upon the page inspired, 

Save this one line—he died ? 


Perchance he stood 
Till all, who in his early shadow rose, 
Faded away, and he was left alone, 
A sad, long-living, weary-hearted man, 
To fear that Death, remembering all beside, 
Had sure forgotten him. 


Perchance he roved 
Exulting o’er the ever-verdant vales, 
While Asia’s sun burned fervid on his brow, 
Or’neath some waving palm-tree sat him down, 
And in his mantling bosom nursed the pride 
That mocks the pale destroyer, and doth think 
To live forever. 


What majestic plans, 
What mighty Babels, what sublime resolves, 
Might in that time-defying bosom spring, 
Mature, and ripen, and cast off their fruits! 
For younger generations of bold thought 
To wear their heaviest diadem, while we, 
In the poor hour-glass of our seventy years 
Scarce see the buds of some few plants of hopes, 
Ere we are laid beside them, dust to dust. 


Yet whatsoe’er his lot, in that dim age 

Of mystery, when the unwrinkled world had drank 
No deluge-cup of bitterness, whate’er 

Were earth’s delusions to his dazzled eye, 

Death found him out at last, and coldly wrote, 
With icy pen, on life’s protracted scroll, 

Nought but this brief unflattering line—he died. 


Ye gay flower-gatherers on Time’s crumbling brink, 
This shall be said of you, howe’er ye vaunt 

Your long to-morrows in an endless line, 

Howe’er amid the gardens of your joy 

Ye hide yourselves, and bid the pale King pass; 
This shall be said of you, at last—he died! 

Oh! add one sentence more—he lived to God. 











a 
* | 
= 
S 
? 
= 
Ei 
= 
3 
S. 
E 
- 
Fr 
= g 
# 
=] 
2 ; 
e 





